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Obama’s
strategy favors
humanitarian
intervention
over geopolitics
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By JULIET EILPERIN AND STEVEN MUFSON
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON —Ifthere is tobe war, the fight
against Ebola is President Barack Obama’s type
of war. The enemy fires no bullets and carries
no bombs; it doesn’t use social media to recruit
fighters and rally supporters. And the fighting
can best be done by intelligent professionals who
don’t try to kill people, but to save them.

On Wednesday, Obama celebrated the prog-
ress America and its allies had made against the
deadly virus since the administration launched
a military and civilian effort in September.
While the president emphasized it was too soon
to declare “mission accomplished” — as Presi-
dent George W. Bush did about Iraq in 2003
— Obama said, “we’re shifting our focus from

Rr
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fighting the epidemic to now extinguishing it.”

“Last summer, as Ebola spread in West Africa,
overwhelming public health systems and threat-
ening to cross more borders, I said that fighting
this disease had to be more than a national secu-
rity priority, but an example of American lead-
ership,” Obama told an audience at the White
House’s South Court Auditorium as a group of
military, civilian and health professionals stood
behind him. “We have risen to the challenge.”

Wednesday’s event provided fresh evidence
of how the White House has elevated non-
conventional threats — including pandemics
and climate change — to the top of its national
security agenda, while de-emphasizing more
traditional threats.

SEE STRATEGY ON PAGE 5
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US agencies
adjust to
shifting
landscape

By HeaTH DRuzIN
Stars and Stripes

KABUL, Afghanistan — The
largest U.S. aid group and the
government’s top watchdog in Af-
ghanistan — two high-profile or-
ganizations inextricably linked
and often at odds — are facing new
challenges with fewer U.S. troops
to provide security in a still danger-
ous environment.

One consequence of the draw-
down of U.S. forces “is a reduction
in their ability to protect us, to get
us into places where we need to be,”
said Dave Schwendiman, director of
forward operations for the Special
Inspector General for Afghanistan
Reconstruction, which keeps a close
watch on how
U.S. taxpayer

] :
A part of dollars in
pa_ - Afghanistan
Ol-lr mission are spent.
will be to American
reassure troop levels
have dropped
nervous to less than
Afghans 11,000  this
that we're year from a
= high of more
not walking 109 000,
away from 11 2012, the
Afghanistan. 7 international
community
Larry Sampler | edged 516
billion in
continuing

aid to Afghanistan through 2016,
with roughly half of that coming
from the U.S.

SIGAR and the taxpayer-funded
United States Agency for Interna-
tional Development, the largest aid
group in Afghanistan, are commit-
ted to continuing operations in Af-
ghanistan, but officials acknowledge
they are increasingly constrained
in where they can go and what they
can do because of continued fight-
ing between Afghan security forces
and insurgents.

SEE AGENCIES ON PAGE 3
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“l had to make myself
pay attention to the road
because | was like,
‘Wow, that is really
strange.” ”

—Jackie Skaggs, Grand Teton
National Park spokeswoman, on the

cloud formations seen over Grand
Teton mountain Thursday

See story on Page 9
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Protests mark Bahrain uprising

Activists rally on
fourth anniversary
of pro-democracy
demonstrations

By REEM KHALIFA
The Associated Press

MANAMA, Bahrain — Protest-
ers took to the streets in predomi-
nantly Shiite areas of Bahrain
and set tires alight along a major
highway Saturday to mark the
fourth anniversary of widespread
protests calling for reform in the
tiny island nation.

The demonstrations commem-
orate the start of Arab Spring-in-
spired protests on Feb. 14, 2011,
dominated by the country’s Shiite
majority that sought greater po-
litical rights from the Western-
allied Sunni monarchy.

Authorities crushed the pro-
tests within weeks after getting
help from Saudi and Emirati se-
curity forces. Butrepeated rounds
of talks between the government
and the opposition have failed to
resolve the deadlock.

Pearl Square, the focal point
for the protest movement in the
capital, Manama, was bulldozed
as part of the initial crackdown
and remains sealed off.

In largely Shiite areas on the
capital’s outskirts, young activists
armed with rocks and gasoline
bombs frequently block roads and
fight police. Some have planted
bombs that have killed police.

Several prominent opposition
activists are in prison, face trial
or have fled.

Among those behind bars is
Shiite cleric Ali Salman, the head
of Bahrain’s leading Shiite op-
position group, al-Wefaq, which
led a boycott of November’s par-
liamentary election. He faces
charges of incitement to forcibly
topple the government. He has
denied the allegations.

Many Bahrainis say they feel

incr ly disillusioned.
“Young people deserve to have
alternative solutions for the po-
litical crisis in Bahrain,” nursery
school teacher Najeeba Sayed

STAY ON.
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Riot police fire tear gas to di
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i anti- waving flags and carrying

ing
pictures of jailed Shiite cleric Sheikh Ali Salman, head of the largest opposition political society, Friday in
the Manama suburb of Bilad al-Qadeem, Bahrain.

Fadhel said. “T still feel voiceless
and without rights.”

Saturday’s protests were far
smaller than those of the early
days of the protest movement.
Opposition activists cannot gath-
er in large groups because secu-
rity forces use checkpoints, tear
gas and other methods to pre-
vent them from getting on major
highways.

Authorities earlier in the week
warned Bahrainis to stay away
“from activities that could nega-
tively affect security or general
order” and said those who en-
gage in violence will be held
accountable.

The country is home to the U.S.
Navy’s Sth Fleet, and is part of
the U.S.-led coalition against the
Islamic State militant group.

-

A ini anti wears swim goggles to protect
her eyes against tear gas ﬁred by riot police during clashes following
a march Friday.
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Agencies: USAID, SIGAR plan to rely more on local staff for projects

FROM FRONT PAGE

Larry Sampler, who leads USAID’s Af-
ghanistan and Pakistan missions, said the
funding levels likely will decline and the
agency’s era of big infrastructure projects
is largely over, but he wants the agency to
continue pursuing “relentless progress” in
Afghanistan, including an ambitious, $200
million project to improve conditions for
women.

“It's not a withdrawal — the United
States is not leaving Afghanistan,” he said
in a recent phone interview. “A part of our
mission will be to reassure nervous Af-
ghans that we’re not walking away from
Afghanistan.”

SIGAR officials say that despite con-
straints on their movements, they aren’t
planning to cut staff anytime soon. Their
mandate is to operate in the country until
there is less than $250 million in U.S. tax
dollars allocated to Afghanistan.

“We have our mandate, and our mandate
is to do the work we do,” said Matt Dove,
SIGAR’s Kabul-based deputy inspector
general for audits and inspections. “Until
we're told otherwise, we’re going to contin-
ue to do it at a rate and size we determine
best.”

USAID has spent roughly $17 billion on
reconstruction projects across Afghani-
stan since the U.S. invaded in 2001 to oust
the Taliban regime. USAID’s success has
been mixed. There have been undeniable
gains in areas such as women’s rights,
education, and health care. Officials with
USAID point to the 2014 Afghan presi-
dential election as a step in the right direc-
tion, though it was bitterly contested over
massive voter fraud. It was only settled
with U.S. intervention that helped broker
a power-sharing arrangement between
President Ashraf Ghani and his election
rival, Abdullah Abdullah, who was named
to the newly created post of chief executive
officer.

But the aid effort in Afghanistan has
come under heavy scrutiny in recent years
for wastefulness, poor planning and lack of
transparency, flaws laid out in stark detail
largely by SIGAR reports. A prime ex-
ample of a project that has not succeeded
despite massive funding is the Kajaki Dam
in southern Afghanistan. Tens of millions
of dollars over budget and 10 years behind
schedule, few outside of USAID expect the
power project ever to be completed.

And in January, USAID suspended one
of its largest nonprofit contractors, Inter-
national Relief and Development, for “seri-
ous misconduct” after giving the company
$2.4 billion since 2007, much of it for re-
construction in Afghanistan.

‘No substitute for being there’

The key to SIGAR’s efforts to shine a
spotlight on aid initiatives in the country
is the ability of investigators to get out in
the field to see projects up close. That has
become more and more difficult as U.S.
bases closed and American security assets
— from both the State Department and the
military — have shrunk.

“There’s no substitute for being there.
There’s no substitute for being exposed to
this place outside the walls,” Schwendiman
said in an interview at the organization’s
Kabul offices in the heavily fortified U.S.
Embassy complex.

That has become more difficult with the
reduction in the number of U.S. troops. In
addition, the 2013 attack on the U.S. con-
sulate in Benghazi, Libya, in which the U.S.
ambassador and three others were killed,
has made regional security office advisers
extra cautious, Schwendiman said.

“Benghazi has made the diplomatic se-
curity people and embassy people rightly
nervous about having anything like that

Seen in 2011, the Kajaki Dam and power station is a project begun

MarT MiLsam/Stars and Stripes

by the U.S. in 1953 to bring development to southern

Afghanistan. Despite millions of dollars invested, the project in 2015 is 10 years behind schedule.
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Reinforcement rods sag at the unfinished Justice Center in Parwan province,
Afghanistan. This photo was part of a May 15, 2013, report by the Special Inspector
Reconstruction.

General for Afghanistan

happen here, and they’ll tell you openly
this is one of the scariest places they oper-
ate,” Schwindeman said.

Both USAID and SIGAR are plan-
ning increased reliance on local staff and
contractors to get to areas that would be
treacherous for Americans.

“In some cases, we do still have Ameri-
cans come out and visit a program,” Sam-
pler said. “In other cases, we may use
technology, overflights or crow

they would report waste and fraud and
abuse,” he said. “That 100,000 now is down
t0 10,000, so there are only 20,000 eyes and
ears; we're naturally going to hear less and
see less through their eyes than we were
seeing before.”

One thing unlikely to change is the ten-
sion between the two organizations. Dur-
ing the past 2% years, SIGAR has often
been locked in battle with American recon-
struction organization USAID,

technology. We have to do that because we
can’t get out to all parts of Afghanistan.”

Schwendiman sees another big loss in
the drawdown of troops.

“When there were 100,000 people on
the ground, there were 200,000 eyes and
200,000 ears that were listening and
watching things that were going on, and

over their handling of billions of U.S. tax
dollars earmarked for the controversial re-
building effort in Afghanistan.

“USAID hates our guts, and they think
that we're a distraction and [they] oughtn’t
have to put up with us,” Schwendiman

said.
Privately, USAID officials complain

bitterly about SIGAR, saying the inspec-
tor general organization criticizes with
insufficient evidence and makes it even
harder to carry out an already difficult re-
construction effort.

“Are we on the record?” Sampler joked
when asked his thoughts about SIGAR’s
criticisms of USAID, before taking a diplo-
matic line: “They ask these hard questions
and force us to come up with answers.”

Different perspectives

Looking back on the past 13 years of re-
construction in Afghanistan, officials from
the two organizations had significantly dif-
ferent takes.

“Perhaps not since the fall of the Taliban
has Afghanistan faced such a significant
moment in its history,” USAID Director
Rajiv Shah said in the agency’s December
newsletter. “The Afghan people recently
voted in record numbers in a historic elec-
tion, the Afghan military leads security
operations throughout the country and Af-
ghanistan has made more strides than any
other country in the past decade in mea-
sures of health, education and economic
growth.”

From SIGAR’s perspective, some key as-
pects of the reconstruction effort have im-
proved since the watchdog started taking
a more aggressive stance in 2012, namely
sustainability of projects and coordination
among different organizations. But over-
ambition and lack of planning still plague
reconstruction efforts, and the mistakes of
the past continue to reverberate, Schwen-
diman said.

“In 2008, 2009, 2010, the checkbook was
just a checkbook and the money would just
pour, it would flow,” Schwendiman said.
“What we were doing was feeding a cul-
ture of corruption, and we are paying for
itand ... Ghani is paying for it. It’s a legacy
we ought not be too proud of.”

druzin.heath@stripes.com
Twitter: @Druzin_Stripes
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Dig site may hold
Marine missing
from Vietnam War

By MATTHEW M. BURKE
Stars and Stripes

The newly established Defense
POW/MIA Accounting Agency
has dispatched a remains re-
covery team to the Cambodian
island of Koh Tang, where three
Marines were left behind follow-
ing the final battle of the Vietnam
War.

The excavation site is believed
to hold the remains of Lance Cpl.
Joseph Hargrove, Pfc. Gary Hall
or Pvt. Danny Marshall, accord-
ing to official documents from
DPMAA’s predecessor, the Joint
Prisoners of War, Missing in Ac-
tion Accounting Command.

The three-man gun team was
left behind in the confusion of
a troop withdrawal following a
brutal May 15, 1975, battle be-
tween about 200 U.S. Marines
and entrenched ~Cambodian
Khmer Rouge soldiers in what
became known as the “Mayaguez
Incident.”

The dig began Jan. 14 and is
expected to run through the end
of March.

The location of the excavation
site has not been made public, but
it’s likely to be one of two areas
where the heaviest fighting oc-

grove, because most accounts say
that Hall and Marshall were taken
to the mainland and executed.

In additional to Hargrove, Hall
and Marshall, two other service-
members remain missing from
the battle.

Lance Cpl. Ashton Loney’s body
was left behind on West Beach in
the haste of the withdraw-
al, and former accounts
claimed he was buried
on the beach. There is no
public record of his body
being recovered, or his
remains identified.

Air Force Staff Sgt.
Elwood Rumbaugh was
lost at sea near a downed
helicopter.

Although that site has
been located, accord-
ing to the Texas Tech
documents, it has not
been explored at the
time due to inclement
weather. No other re-
covery operations have
been announced.

Left behind

InMay 1975, Khmer
Rouge forces captured
the SS Mayaguez, an
American i

curred. In 2013, a
JPAC investigation team spent
a week on the island’s East and
West beaches.

Months later, JPAC told Stars
and Stripes that the team did find
enough evidence to bring one site
before the administrative body
that decides whether to allocate
funds for a dig.

A recovery operation, such as
the one ongoing on Koh Tang,
means that the site was approved
by the board, and the likelihood
of finding remains is high.

Officials have declined nu-
merous requests from Stars and
Stripes for information related to
the excavations.

“This is an ongoing mission and
details can’t be discussed at this
time,” DPMAA spokeswoman Lt.
Col. Melinda Morgan said.

However, the Defense POW/
Missing Personnel Office has de-
classified some of the documents
since the investigative dig oc-
curred. Heavily redacted copies
are housed in Texas Tech Univer-
sity’s Vietnam War archives.

According to a document dated
November 2013, investigators
found a water well where former
Khmer Rouge soldiers claimed
they killed and buried an Ameri-
can soldier after the battle.

Any American remains found
there would likely belong to Har-

ship, several nautical
miles off the coast of
the Cambodian island
of Poulo Wai. It didn’t take long
for President Gerald Ford to au-
thorize a rescue operation.

In the battle that followed,
38 U.S. servicemembers were
killed and approximately S0 were
wounded. The ship and crew were
released shortly after.

Immediately after the battle,
when it became apparent that
Hargrove, Hall and Marshall
were unaccounted for, Navy
SEALs and Marines asked to
make a rescue attempt for the
missing men but the request was
denied. U.S. Navy ships were re-
called from the area, closing the
chapter on U.S. involvement in
Southeast Asia.

‘While accounts of enemy com-
batants differ, most say that Har-
grove was captured on Koh Tang
and was executed. Hall and Mar-
shall were taken to the mainland
and executed there.

Since the early 1990s, docu-
ments show that JPAC investiga-
tors have excavated sites, both on
the mainland and on Koh Tang,
and have collected numerous
fragments and sets of remains,
including as recently as 2008.

During an excavation in 2008, a

2 Ho Chi
¥ Minh City

SoutH

the coast of Cambodia where
officials believe they might
find the remains of one of
three Marines who were left
behind following the last battle
of the Vietnam War.

Left: The body of Marine
Lance Cpl. Ashton Loney lies
'on West Beach covered by a
after Loney was killed
during the battle of Koh Tang.

Stars and Stripes photos

excavations on Koh Tang and
subsequent analysis have been
made public.

Running out of time

Members of Hargrove’s fam-
ily hope his remains will soon be
returned.

“By them being on the island, I
hope it is a good sign that we will
be receiving Joseph’s remains
soon,” said Hargrove’s cousin,
Cary Turner. “I'll keep praying
they will do the right thing and
send Joseph home.”

But, the time to recover the re-
mains is running short.

A Russian consortium leased the
island from the Cambodian govern-
ment in 2008, and construction has
already begun on what will one day
be a casino, resorts, a seven-hotel
complex and luxury villas aimed at
drawing 300,000 tourists annually
from China, Korea and Japan.

“POW/MIA investigators will
lose access to the island once the

set of remains that was unearthed
was determined to likely be Cau-
casian, according to Charles Ray,
former ambassador to Cambodia
and deputy assistant secretary
of defense for POW/Missing Per-
sonnel Affairs.

TNS

JPAC documents state four
samples were sent for analysis. It’s
not made clear in the documents
if the samples are something as
small as bone fragments or as
large as full sets of remains.

No results from any of the

nt moves in
full-time to develop the resort,” an
accounting document from March
2013 said. “A Cambodian POW/
MIA committee member empha-
sized the urgency of conducting
Tang Island investigations as soon
as possible.”
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Strategy: Obama praises fight against Ebola as model for modern warfare

FROM FRONT PAGE

Inaninterview with the website
Vox posted this week, Obama said
the media “absolutely” overstate
the threat of terrorism compared
with long-term problems such as
global warming and diseases that
cross national borders.

But even as Obama plays down
more conventional foreign policy
issues, they keep yanking the
agenda back. Chaos in Yemen,
fighting in Ukraine, the battle
against the Islamic State, the
persistent strength of the Taliban
and the nuclear weapons poten-
tial in Iran all remain pressing,
often taking precedence over
longer-term challenges.

“He thinks that these other
[geopolitical] crises are man-
ageable and not existential and
should be placed into context,”
said Thomas Wright, director of
a project on international order
and strategy at the Brookings
Institution. “I think they’re more
serious than that. They do rise
to challenging the international
order as a whole.”

One retired four-star general,
who asked for anonymity in order
to speak frankly about the admin-
istration, said Obama’s worldview
has undermined the military’s
ability to rein in chaos in places
like Yemen and Afghanistan.

“We are always shooting be-
hind the duck. You see that with
Iran, Putin and Syria,” the gener-
al said. “We reintroduced forces
to Iraq but nowhere near enough
to be decisive. Obama sent more
troops to fight Ebola than the Is-
lamic State.”

As of February 9, the total
number of U.S. troops in Iraq
was 2,630, a number that under a
‘White House plan is expected to
rise to nearly 3,000. There were
2,800 troops serving in West Af-
rica at one point, though it has
dropped to 1,300 and will be cut
to 100 by the end of April.

Obama on Wednesday deployed
military language to praise the
Ebola fight as a model for mod-
ern warfare. “This was a wake-
up call,” he said. “In the 21st
century, we cannot build moats
around our countries. There are
no drawbridges to be pulled up.
We shouldn’t try.” Instead, he
said, this challenge called for

Linosay D. Roman/Provided by the U.S. Army

U.S. Army Spc. Kristal Calderon of the 35th Signal Brigade practices carefully donning and removing
protective equipment after a class at the brigade’s logistical warehouse at Fort Gordon, Ga., in October

2014.

better laboratories and hospitals
— things a good community or-
ganizer might seek.

But for the United States, hu-
manitarian intervention isn’t sim-
ply a 21st century phenomenon.
In 1992, in an operation dubbed
Restore Hope, President George
H.W. Bush sent 10 times as many
troops to deliver food aid to Soma-
lia as Obama sent to West Africa.
But that foray ended with Ameri-
can troops getting sucked into the
country’s sectarian battles and
beating a retreat in 1994.

In their short mission in West
Africa, U.S. troops have been able
to avoid that, and the president
and his aides have been able to
hail them not only for reflecting
American values but for serving
the nation’s core interests. “This
is not charity,” he said. “These in-
vestments we make overseas are
in our self-interest.”

Describing health-care worker
Brett Sedgewick, who volun-
teered with a nonprofit organi-
zation to train safe burial teams
in Liberia, Obama said, “that’s
who we are — big-hearted and

‘It’s crystal-clear that the U.S. made a
huge difference in the Ebola response. ?

Tom Inglesby

Tom Inglesby, director of the Center for Health Security at the University of

Pittsburgh Medical Center

optimistic, reflecting the can-do
spirit of the American people. ...
These values — American values
— matter to the world.”

But sometimes big-hearted-
ness is not enough. Unlike the
recent fight against Ebola, other
instances of humanitarian inter-
vention get tangled up in conven-
tional conflicts.

Nearly four years ago, the presi-
dent used both frameworks — hu-
manitarian and national interests
— to explained to the American
people that he had authorized
bombing raids against Libya to
prevent then-leader Moammar
Gadhafi from committing a mas-
sacre in Benghazi. Obama said
such a massacre “would have
reverberated across the region

and stained the conscience of the
world.”

“It was not in our national inter-
est to let that happen,” the presi-
dent said in a prime-time address.
“I refused to let that happen.” Yet
the president did not choose to
intervene with troops. And while
the U.S. bombing raids helped
prevent a tragedy in Benghazi,
ever since Gadhafi’s fall, factional
fighting has plagued the country.

Obama also invoked humani-
tarian concerns when he autho-
rized strikes last summer to aid
the Yazidis trapped by the Islam-
ic State on a mountain in north-
ern Iraq.

But even when it comes trans-
national challenges like disease
and climate change, military

involvement cannot separate it-
self from traditional issues about
geopolitics.

“I do think that in a sense he’s
right. Our national security is af-
fected by things other than geo-
politics,” said James Dobbins, a
senior fellow at Rand Corp. and
veteran diplomat who worked on
the Balkans, Afghanistan, Haiti
and Somalia. But, he said, clearly
the biggest threats continue to
come from states rather than non-
states. Moreover, Dobbins added,
“you’re not going to solve climate
change, or terrorism, or endemic
disease without state action.”

In the case of Ebola, at least,
Obama’s strategy appears to be
paying some dividends.

Sen. Christopher Coons, D-
Del., the only U.S. lawmaker to
travel to West Africa during the
Ebola outbreak, said the declin-
ing number of cases there shows
the president has tackled “seem-
ingly intractable, but also vitally
important, challenges.”

Tom Inglesby, director of the
Center for Health Security at the
University of Pittsburgh Medi-
cal Center, said that the world
has learned that “we’re going to
have to move really quickly” to
tamp down epidemics. And it has
even learned from U.S. mistakes,
such as building expensive medi-
cal units that were ultimately not
needed in Liberia.

“It’s crystal-clear that the U.S.
made a huge difference in the
Ebola response,” Inglesby said.
America not only mobilized forc-
es on the ground, Inglesby said,
but spurred nations such as Brit-
ain and France to ramp up their
efforts. “You saw other countries
started to do more things in short
order after the U.S. started,” he
said.

Obama said U.S. troops would
leave behind thousands of foreign
and African civilians still bat-
tling the virus. As a sign of how
the battle is not over, the World
Health Organization reported
Wednesday that the total number
of reported cases in West Africa
rose for the second consecutive
week during the first week of Feb-
ruary, to 144. The total cases rose
60 percent in Guinea, from 39 to
65, and “transmission remains
widespread in Sierra Leone,” the
WHO said.

Ebola cases prompt mini-quarantine in Sierra Leone capital

By CLARENCE Roy-MACAULAY
The Associated Press

FREETOWN, Sierra Leone
— Sierra Leone imposed a quar-
antine in a fishing district of the
capital city, Freetown, after at
least five new Ebola cases were
confirmed there, an official said
Saturday.

The measure, imposed Fri-
day, affects the coastal district
of Aberdeen, which contains
both upscale hotels and informal
settlements, said OB Sisay, direc-
tor of the Situation Room at the
National Ebola Response Center.
At least some of the new cases in-
cluded fishermen who had gone
out in a boat but returned com-
plaining of stomach pains and

were sent to a hospital for tests.

A control center has been es-
tablished in the area, and contact
tracing and surveillance officers
have been deployed, Sisay said.

Sierra Leone has seen nearly
11,000 confirmed, probable and
suspected Ebola cases during the
worst Ebola outbreak in history,
the most of any country, accord-
ing to the World Health Organi-
zation. Despite a drop in cases,
transmission in Sierra Leone re-
mains widespread, with 76 new
cases confirmed in the previous
week, WHO said Wednesday .

The continued cases and quar-
antine are further evidence that
getting to zero cases will be “a
bumpy ride,” Sisay said.

“The number goes down one
day and the next it goes up. There
are some people who are cele-
brating when the number of cases
goes down, and these people think
itis the end of Ebola,” he said.

In September, when Ebola was
still raging in West Africa, Sierra
Leone imposed a sweeping three-
day nationwide lockdown to battle
the deadly disease.

Wednesday’s update from WHO
also reported “a sharp increase”
of cases in Guinea— 65 compared
with 39 the previous week.

Liberia, meanwhile, reported
only three new cases. The United
States announced Tuesday that it
was preparing to withdraw near-
ly all of its troops fighting Ebola

in West Africa, leaving just 100 in
Liberia to continue working with
the country’s military, regional
partners and U.S. civilians.

The United Nations children’s

agency said Friday that plans
were still in place to begin re-
opening Liberia’s schools next
week after seven months of clo-
sures caused by Ebola.
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WAR ON TERRORISM

Base’s attackers
were disguised
as Iraqi soldiers

Assault preceded by capture of town

By LovEpAY MORRIS
AND MUSTAFA SALIM
The Washington Post

BAGHDAD — The Islamic
State fighters who attacked a base
used by U.S. troops on Friday
were suicide bombers disguised
as Iraqi soldiers, an Iraqi official
said.

Iraqi security forces supported
by “surveillance assets” from
the U.S.-led coalition killed eight
militants who tried to carry out a
“direct attack” on the Al Asad Air
Base in Iraq’s Anbar province at
7:20 a.m., the Combined Joint
Task Force said in a statement.
The men were would-be suicide
bombers who sought to enter the
base disguised as Iraqi army sol-
diers, said Sulaiman al-Kubbaisi,
a spokesman for Anbar’s provin-
cial council.

Three of the militants report-
edly were able to set off their
explosives, before the rest were
killed.

The attack came a day after
militants took control of most of
Baghdadi, a town less than five
miles from the base, where 320
U.S. servicemembers have been
training Iraqi troops and tribal
fighters.

U.S. forces were “several Kki-
lometers” from the attack and
were at no stage under direct
threat, the statement said. Still,
the targeting of a base hosting
U.S. troops underscored the risk
that Americans could be drawn
into real engagement with the
militants.

President Barack Obama has
made a formal request for con-
gressional authority to use mili-
tary force against the Islamic
State, a move that critics argue
could increase that risk.

Rear Adm. John Kirby, a Pen-
tagon spokesman, estimated that
20 to 25 Islamic State fighters
carried out the attack while dis-
guised as members of the Iraqi
army. He said an initial group of
“several” fighters detonated sui-
cide vests that they were wearing
under their uniforms.

Kirby said that he did not know
how far the Islamic State fight-
ers were able to get but that U.S.
officials believe all of them were
killed during a firefight with
Iragi soldiers. He said there was
no indication that the Iragi sol-
diers suffered any casualties.

“At no time were U.S. troops
anywhere near the fighting,”
Kirby told reporters.

Local officials and tribal fight-
ers said the attackers did not pass
the base perimeter.

The Islamic State has used
similar tactics in the past. Iragi
troops welcomed militants dis-
guised in army uniforms onto
another base in Anbar province
in September, in an attack that re-
sulted in the deaths of hundreds
of soldiers.

“Wereadily admit thatal-Anbar
is a contested region,” Kirby said
in an interview on CNN. “But ...
this is a huge, sprawling base,
roughly the size of Boulder, Colo-
rado,” and it has “mini-bases in-
side the big base.”

Kirby said of the U.S. trainers
and advisers, “there’s no question
that they’re close to danger.” Even
though they do not have a ground
combat mission, “they have the
right to defend themselves,” he
said. “And should they ever feel
under threat, they certainly have
the right, the responsibility, the
obligation to shoot back.”

According to a statement
from Anbar’s provincial council,
about 1,000 Islamic State fight-
ers launched Thursday’s attack
on Baghdadi, a strategic location
due to its proximity to the Ayn al-
Asad base. Major buildings in the
town, including the police station
and local council building, are in
militant hands, according to trib-
al fighters and local officials.

The capture of Baghdadi,
which remained under militant
control Friday, demonstrates the
continued ability of the Islamic
State to stay on the attack despite
coalition airstrikes and talk of
a looming counteroffensive on
major cities held by the group,
which is also known as ISIS, ISIL
and, in Arabic, Daesh. U.S. offi-
cials maintain that the militants
are largely on the defensive.

The U.S. military said its
ground forces were not involved
in the fighting in Baghdadi but
that Anbar remains under “se-
vere threat” by Islamic State
fighters. In December, the Pen-
tagon denied local news reports
that U.S. forces were involved in
direct combat with Islamic State
fighters near the base.

While not tasked with combat,
U.S. trainers in Iraq are autho-
rized to use force in self-defense.
The Authorization for the Use
of Military Force, requested by
Obama on Wednesday, would
leave flexibility for Special Oper-
ations forces to assist local forces,
the president said. It would allow
the continuation of airstrikes and
training programs in Iraq and
Syria for the next three years
but prohibit “enduring offensive
ground combat operations.”

Blood donations

A policeman prepares to donate blood for wounded security forces and Shiite militias who fought with
the Islamic State group as he registers at a school in Baghdad, Iraq, on Friday.

Karim Kapim/AP

Obama war request unites
Congress: Both sides hate it

By WiLLiam Doucras
McClatchy Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON — President
Barack Obama has achieved
something unexpected in Con-
gress: a degree of bipartisanship.
There’s enough in his proposal
for war powers against the Islam-
ic State for both Democrats and
Republicans to hate.

Too restrictive on ground
troops, hawkish Republicans say.
Overly broad language with no
endgame in sight, several war-
weary Democrats and Repub-
licans with libertarian streaks
complain.

Obama’s authorization for use
of military force request against
the Islamic State faces a rough
go in a skeptical Congress that
appears in no hurry to act on
it. While most members of the
House of Representatives and the

Senate say they have the will to
address Islamic State activities,
they have serious doubts about
whether Obama’s authorization
request is the way to do it.

“There are many questions,
I think, that need to be asked
about this authorization before
the Congress can move forward,”
said Sen. Roy Blunt, R-Mo. “The
principal question, however, will
continue to be: Do we have a
strategy?”

Obama’s request for a tempo-
rary, three-year authorization
of war powers opens the door to
ground troops — which Obama
for months flatly ruled out. But
it also calls for their use against
the Islamic State in “limited cir-
cumstances,” which include the
use of special operations forces
to take action against the group’s
leadership.

The request has divided Con-

gress between those who want
more warmaking power than the
president seeks and those who
want more limits.

Among those in the “do more”
caucus: Sens. John McCain and
Lindsey Graham and House
Speaker John Boehner. McCain,
R-Ariz., flatly rejected language
that he feels places restrictions
on the use of ground troops.

The “doless” group complained
that Obama’s request goes too far,
especially with its call to keep
the 2001 war authorization on the
books. Put Rep. Adam Schiff and
Sen. Tim Kaine in that caucus.

Liberal Democrats weren't the
only ones searching for clarity.

Rep. Raul Labrador, R-Idaho, a
tea party favorite, said that before
he can support a war powers vote,
“I need to know that we have an
existential threat to the U.S. first,
and I'm not convinced of that.”

Fighting in Yemen leaves 26 dead

The Associated Press

SANAA, Yemen — Heavy
fighting between Shiite rebels
and Sunni tribesmen in southern
Yemen has left 26 dead, security
and military officials said Satur-
day, as tens of thousands of people
marched to protest the rebels’
rule.

The violence was the latest to
hit volatile Yemen, where the
rebels have seized power but do
not control all of the country and
are being confronted by a pow-
erful branch of al-Qaida. United

Nations negotiations, headed by
envoy Jamal Benomar, to resolve
the deadlock have stalled.

The rebels, known as Houthis,
were supported by army troops
when they fought the tribesmen
in Bayda province in clashes
that began the night earlier. The
Houthis lost 16 fighters and the
tribesmen 10, the officials said.

Also Saturday, the Netherlands,
Spain and the United Arab Emir-
ates became the latest countries
to shut down embassy operations
in Sanaa, announcing they were
evacuating diplomats. Saudi Ara-

bia, Italy, Germany, the United
States, France and Britain have
taken similar measures amid the
growing political uncertainty,
threatening international isolation
for the country.

Yemen’s elected president re-
signed last month after a several-
month power struggle with the
rebels, who have controlled Sanaa
since September. The rebels have
since dissolved the parliament,
and President Abed Rabbo Man-
sour Hadi and his Cabinet min-
isters remain under rebel house
arrest.
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Shadow of Clinton
war vote hangs over
other 2016 hopefuls

By JuLiE PacE
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — In 2002,
Sen. Hillary Rodham Clinton cast
a vote in favor of the Irag War
that later would come to haunt
her presidential campaign.

Now, a new crop of senators
eyeing the White House — Re-
publicans Marco Rubio of Flor-
ida, Rand Paul of Kentucky and
Ted Cruz of Texas — will face
a similar choice over authoriz-
ing military action in the Middle
East.

A vote in favor of President
Barack Obama’s use-of-force res-
olution would give the potential
candidates a share of the respon-
sibility for the outcome of military
action in a combustible region.
And as Clinton learned well, the
public’s support for a military
campaign can fade quickly, mak-
ing the long-term implications of
the vote difficult to predict.

Obama asked lawmakers last
week to approve a three-year of-
fensive against the Islamic State
group and affiliated forces. His
request includes no constraints
on geographical boundaries but
would bar “enduring offensive
combat” — intentionally vague

that some
fear leaves open the prospect of a
U.S.-led ground war.

So far, most of the 2016 hopefuls
currently in Congress have side-
stepped questions about how they
would vote on Obama’s measure,
which could be amended before
they have to say yes or no. Among
Republicans, Rubio has been per-
haps the most specific in outlin-
ing his views, saying he opposes
the president putting constraints
on his ability to use military force
against an enemy.

“What we need to be authoriz-
ing the president to do is to de-
stroy them and to defeat them,
and allow the commander in chief
— both the one we have now and
the one who will follow — to put
in place the tactics, the military
tactics, necessary to destroy and
defeat ISIL,” Rubio said, using a
common acronym for the Islamic
State group.

A spokesman for Paul said Fri-
day that the senator is reviewing
the legislation but has not decid-
ed how he would vote. Cruz has
called for Congress to “strength-
en” the legislation by making
sure the president is committed
to clear objectives.

Frustrated GOP tastes
limits of majority control

By Erica WERNER
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Congres-
sional Republicans returned to
their districts for a weeklong re-
cess Friday no closer to a solution
to keeping the Homeland Secu-
rity Department funded past this
month. And many were beginning
to fear they’d have little to show
from a standoff with minority
Senate Democrats and President
Barack Obama over immigration
policy.

Indeed, a month after assum-
ing control of the Senate as well
as the House, Republicans are
finding, to their chagrin, that im-
portant things haven’t changed.

“I suppose elections have con-
sequences, except in the United
States Senate,” complained GOP
Rep. Mick Mulvaney of South
Carolina, who like many House
Republicans hoped for more after
the party assumed full control of
Congress.

“Tell me how it would be differ-
ent if Harry Reid were still run-
ning the place,” Mulvaney added,
naming the Senate Democratic
leader who was booted into the
minority in November’s midterm
elections.

Their party is now setting the
floor schedule and calling hear-
ings, but Republicans are six
votes short of the 60 needed to ad-
vance most legislation, and Sen-
ate rules grant numerous rights

to the minority party. That means
if Democrats remain united, they
have the ability to block GOP
bills just as they did while in the
majority.

And Democrats have been
united against House-passed leg-
islation funding the Homeland
Security Department through
September, the end of the bud-
get year, while also rolling back
Obama’s executive policies on
immigration.

As a result, Congress appears
to be at a stalemate on the issue,
leaving Republicans with only a
few options: Pass a short-term ex-
tension of current funding levels,
fold and strip the immigration
language opposed by Democrats
from the bill, or let the Homeland
Security Department run out of
money when current funding ex-
pires Feb. 27.

They’re all bad options, from
the GOP perspective. A short-
term extension just pushes the
problem to a later date. Removing
the immigration language would
amount to a bitter admission of
defeat after Republicans have
spent months accusing Obama
of an unconstitutional power
grab for limiting deportations for
millions in the U.S. illegally and
making them eligible for work
permits. That’s left Republicans
staring down the third pOSSlbll-

Timotny J. GonzaLez/AP

Oregon Secretary of State Kate Brown speaks Fnday outside her office at ihe Oregon Capitol in Salem.
Friday.

Brown will take over as after John

d his

Subpoenas arrive after
Ore. governor resigns

By JoNATHAN J. COOPER
The Associated Press

SALEM, Ore. — Just hours after Oregon Gov.
John Kitzhaber announced his decision to resign, a
subpoena arrived in a state office building confirm-
ing that federal agents are looking into the influ-
ence-peddling scandal that led to the abrupt end of
a four-decade political career.

The Democratic governor gave in to mounting
pressure Friday, abandoning his office amid suspi-
cions that his live-in fiancee used her relationship
with him to land contracts for her green-energy
consulting business.

His resignation, which takes effect Wednesday,
cleared the way for Secretary of State Kate Brown
to assume Oregon’s highest office and to become the
nation’s first openly bisexual governor.

“This is a sad day for Oregon. But I am confident
that legislators are ready to come together to move
Oregon forward,” said Brown, also a Democrat. Un-
like most states, Oregon does not have a lieutenant
governor. The secretary of state is next in line to
succeed the governor.

When Kitzhaber closes the door on his life in
public office, the scandal that toppled Oregon’s lon-
gest-serving governor will still linger. Subpoenas
delivered to the Department of Administrative Ser-
vices Friday request a massive array of documents
from Kitzhaber’s administration.

The subpoena was the first acknowledgment of a
federal investigation against Kitzhaber, 67, and his
fiancee, Cylvia Hayes, 47. It seeks records pertain-
ing to 15 other people besides Kitzhaber and Hayes,
including Kitzhaber’s chief of staff, policy advisers,
Kitzhaber’s lawyer and secretaries.

The subpoena orders the agency to produce doc-
uments for a federal grand jury before March 10.
An agency spokesman, Matt Shelby, said it would
provide whatever requested records are in its
possession.

Kitzhaber insisted he broke no laws.

“Nonetheless, I understand that I have become a
liability to the very institutions and policies to which
I have dedicated my career and, indeed, my entire
adult life,” he said in a statement.

ity: a shutdown of the F

The annc of the planned resignation

Security Department.

capped a wild week in which Kitzhaber seemed

Don Rvan/AP

Oregon Gov. John Kitzhaber, middle, is joined by
his fiancee, Cylvia Hayes, as he is sworn in Jan. 12
for an unprecedented fourth term in Salem, Ore.

poised to step down, then changed his mind, but ul-
timately bowed to calls from legislative leaders that
he quit.

1It’s a stunning fall from grace for a politician who
left the governor’s office in 2003 and then mounted a
comeback in 2010 and returned to his old job.

In a long statement announcing his decision, a de-
fiant Kitzhaber cast blame on the media and on “so
many of my former allies” who did not stick up for
him. His staff released an audio recording of him
reading the statement. Near the end, his voice trem-
bled and he seemed to choke back tears.

Kitzhaber handily won re-election in November
to a fourth term after surviving the botched rollout
of Oregon’s online health care exchange.

But the allegations surrounding the work of his fi-
ancee were more damaging, dominating headlines
in the state following his victory.

A series of newspaper reports since October have
chronicled Hayes’ work for organizations with an
interest in Oregon public policy. At the same time,
she was paid by advocacy groups and played an ac-
tive role in Kitzhaber’s administration, a potential
conflict of interest.

The spotlight on Hayes led her to reveal that she
accepted about $5,000 to illegally marry a man
seeking immigration benefits in the 1990s. Later,
she admitted she bought a remote property with the
intent to grow marijuana.
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Competency is
key to outcome
of sniper trial

By JAMIE STENGLE
AND EmILY ScHMALL
The Associated Press

STEPHENVILLE, Texas —
While defense attorneys mount
an insanity defense for the for-
mer Marine on trial in the shoot-
ing deaths of “American Sniper”
author Chris Kyle and his friend
Chad Littlefield, prosecutors have
described Eddie Ray Routh as a
troubled drug user who knew right
from wrong. Criminal law experts
say the case hinges on whether the
defense can prove Routh did not
know that the killings constituted
acrime.

Routh’s attorneys have said the
27-year-old, who was diagnosed
with post-traumatic stress disor-
der and was taking anti-psychotic
medication, was insane when Kyle
and Littlefield took him to a shoot-
ing range to provide support and
camaraderie. Routh, his lawyers
say, believed the men planned to
kill him.

Because Routh was at a shoot-
ing range and both Kyle and Lit-
tlefield were armed, “it’s an easier
case than others for the proposi-
tion that he believed they were
about to kill him,” said George
Dix, a criminal law professor at
the University of Texas, Austin.

If convicted, Routh faces life in
prison without parole. Even if he’s
acquitted, Routh would likely re-
main in custody. The Texas crimi-
nal code stipulates that in cases
involving violent crimes where
defendants are found not guilty by
reason of insanity, the court can
initiate civil proceedings to have
them committed.

The case has drawn intense
interest, largely because of the
Oscar-nominated film based on
Kyle’s memoir that details his four
tours in Iraq.

Prosecutors did not seek the
death penalty — “presumably
because they thought it wouldn’t
stick,” said Andrea Lyon, a de-
fense attorney and dean of the law
school at Valparaiso University.

Though prosecutors appear to
have conceded that Routh was
mentally ill, they will argue that
he was competent enough to make
choices, Lyon said.

“The question is: Is he legally
responsible?” she said.

Erath County District Attor-
ney Alan Nash said during the
trial’s opening statements that the
evidence would show that mental
illnesses “don’t deprive people of
the ability to be good citizens, to
know right from wrong, to obey
the law.”

A Texas Ranger testified Friday
that authorities found marijuana,
a near-empty bottle of whiskey
and anti-psychotic medication
while searching Routh’s small,

wood-framed home in Lancaster
after the shooting. Routh’s uncle
testified that he’d smoked mari-
juana with Routh the morning of
the shootings.

Prosecutors may try to show
that Routh deliberately put him-
self in a more violent state, said
Park Dietz, a forensic psychiatrist
who examined acquitted Killer
Andrea Yates.

“Voluntarily induced intoxica-
tion is not an excuse for the men-
tally ill,” he said.

Former Erath County sheriff’s
deputy Gene Cole testified Fri-
day that after Routh was jailed,
he heard him say: “I shot them
because they wouldn’t talk to me.”
He said Routh said he had been
riding in the back seat on the way
to the shooting range. Cole, who
is now a police officer elsewhere,
said Routh also said, “I feel bad
about it, but they wouldn’t talk
to me. I'm sure they’ve forgiven
me”

Routh’s mother had asked Kyle,
a former Navy SEAL whose war-
time exploits were depicted in his
2012 memoir, to help her son over-
come troubles that had at least
twice led him to be admitted to a
psychiatric hospital. Routh had
been a small-arms technician who
served in Iraq and was deployed to
earthquake-ravaged Haiti before
leaving the Marines in 2010.

Prosecutors presented a video
Thursday showing officers speak-
ing with Routh as he sat in the
pickup that authorities said he took
from Kyle after fleeing the shoot-
ing range where Kyle and Little-
field were killed. Routh refused
to leave the vehicle and eventually
sped off with police in pursuit.

The video shows that a police
vehicle rammed the pickup. Even-
tually the car became disabled
along the side of the road.

The video showed officers try-
ing to talk Routh into surrender-
ing as he makes comments such
as, “Anarchy has been killing the
world,” “I don’t know if I'm going
insane,” and, “Is this about hell
walking on earth right now?”

Lancaster police Lt. Michael
Smith said Routh “told us he'd
taken a couple of souls and he had
more souls to take.”

Authorities say Routh had ear-
lier driven to his sister’s house,
admitted to the killings and told
his sister, “People were sucking
his soul.”

After presenting the video
Thursday, prosecutor Jane
Starnes said: “I think we can
agree he makes some kind of odd
statements.”

Defense attorneys have noted
that even Kyle had described
Routh as “straight-up nuts” in a
text message to Littlefield shortly
before they were killed.

Tim Jean, The (NorTH ANDOVER, Mass.) EacLe TRIBUNE/AP

Bob Lamirande uses a roof rake to remove snow off of his home Tuesday in Salem, N.H. The National
Weather Service issued a blizzard warning for all of eastern Massachusetts and coastal areas of Maine
and New Hampshire ahead of a storm expected to intensify Saturday night and last into Sunday.

There’s no love in New England
as Valentine’s Day storm moves in

The Associated Press

BOSTON — Mother Nature isn’t showing New
England any love.

Yet another winter storm was due to arrive in
the region for Valentine’s Day, promising snow and
heavy winds even as some areas are already stag-
gering under 6 feet of snow or more.

A blizzard warning was in effect for coastal areas
from Connecticut to Maine starting Saturday after-
noon for the fourth major storm the region has seen
in less than a month. The storm was expected to ar-
rive Saturday afternoon and intensify overnight into
Sunday, bringing bone-chilling cold behind it.

Wind gusts could howl at 70 mph and north-facing
coastal areas could suffer moderate flooding and
beach erosion from the “monster storm,” said Bill
Simpson, a meteorologist at the National Weather
Service in Taunton, Mass.

“Snow amounts will not be as much as the previ-
ous big storms, but still, when you have 8 to 14 inch-
es of snow, wind driven-snow, the cold air and the
snow that is already there it’s probably going to be

very difficult for a lot of people,” he said.

The Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority
announced late Friday it would suspend all rail, bus
and ferry service in the Boston area on Sunday, the
latest in a series of disruptions for the nation’s oldest
public transit network.

The Coast Guard had an airplane flying in the
Gulf of Maine Friday broadcasting a warning to
mariners about the impending storm, said Lt. Scott
McCann.

Back on land, crews worked urgently to remove
the massive snow piles that have clogged streets and
triggered numerous roof collapses.

Massachusetts called up hundreds of National
Guard troops to assist with snow removal, and the
Hanscom Air Force base outside Boston became a
staging area for heavy equipment pouring in from
eight other Northeast states to help in the effort.

With the weather promising to show little love on
Valentine’s Day, Baker on Friday proclaimed “Val-
entine’s Week” in Massachusetts and encouraged
people to celebrate the holiday by buying gifts and
dining out all next week after the storm.

Experts say hate crimes are tough to prove

The Associated Press

RALEIGH, N.C. — Relatives of
the three Muslim college students
killed in North Carolina are press-
ing for hate-crime charges against
the alleged shooter, but legal ex-
perts say such cases are relatively
rare and can be difficult to prove.

Police in Chapel Hill say they
have yet to find any evidence that
Craig Stephen Hicks acted out of
religious animus, though they are
investigating the possibility. As a
potential motive, they cited a long-
time dispute over parking spaces
at the condo community where
Hicks and the victims lived.

Hicks, 46, is charged with three
counts of first-degree murder in
the deaths of Deah Shaddy Bara-
kat, 23; his wife, Yusor Moham-
mad Abu-Salha, 21; and her sister,
Razan Mohammad Abu-Salha,
19.

The FBI is now conducting a
“parallel preliminary inquiry” to
determine whether any federal
laws, including hate-crime laws,
were violated.

Search warrants filed in a court
Friday showed Hickslisted adozen
firearms taken from his condo
unit. The warrants list four hand-
guns recovered from the home
where he lived with his wife, in
addition to a pistol the suspect had
with him when he turned himself
in after the shootings. Warrants
also listed two shotguns and six
rifles, including a military-style
AR-15 carbine, and a large cache
of ammunition.

The case spurred international
outrage.

A news release Saturday from
the S7-nation Organization of Is-
lamic Cooperation, the world’s
largest bloc of Muslim countries,
says the group’s leader thanks the

American people for “rejecting
the murder which bear the symp-
toms of a hate crime.”

Secretary General Iyad Madani
also said the murders heightened
international concerns about “ris-
ing anti-Muslim sentiments and
Islamophobic acts” in the United
States.

Family members say all three
were shot in the head, though po-
lice aren’t saying exactly how the
victims died.

To win a hate-crime convic-
tion, legal experts say prosecu-
tors would have to prove Hicks
deliberately targeted the victims
because of their religion, race or
national origin.

North Carolina does not have
a specific “hate crime” statute,
though its laws cover such acts of
“ethnic intimidation” as hanging a
noose, burning a cross or setting
fire to a church.
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Stand agains
gay marriage

falls apart in

By Kiv CHANDLER
The Associated Press

MONTGOMERY, Ala. — Al-
abama’s stand against gay mar-
riage crumbled Friday as judges
in most counties sided with fed-
eral courts rather than their own
chief justice, a Republican who
once called homosexuality an in-
herent evil.

Many counties in the Bible Belt
state began issuing the licenses to
same-sex couples after the latest
strongly worded order from U.S.
District Judge Callie Granade.
She said Thursday that a judge
could no longer deny marriage
licenses to gays and lesbians,
reiterating her ruling striking
down the state’s ban on same-sex
marriage.

“These numbers represent a
seismic shift in favor of equality
and justice. Resistance to happy,
loving and committed same-sex
couples getting married is quickly
crumbling throughout the state,”
said Fred Sainz, a top spokesman
for the Human Rights Campaign,
which has been lobbying to ex-
pand gay rights nationwide.

Granade’s ruling enabling gays
to get licenses went into effect
Monday after the U.S. Supreme
Court declined to intervene. But
even then, Alabama Chief Justice
Roy Moore said county judges
were not bound by her decision.

About 20 of Alabama’s 67 coun-
ties allowed gays and lesbians to
wed on Monday. By Friday that
number had jumped to at least
47, the Human Rights Campaign
said. Other counties said they
would revisit the decision this
week.

Granade’s ruling made Ala-
bama the 37th state where gays
and lesbians can legally wed. It
also continued her family legacy
of bringing sweeping change to a
place where many people didn’t
yet welcome it.

Her grandfather was Richard
Rives, a federal appellate judge
whose rulings helped desegre-
gate the South despite resistance
to the Civil Rights movement in

Ala.

‘Resistance to happy,
loving and committed
same-sex couples
getting married is
quickly crumbling
throughout the state.”

Fred Sainz
Human Rights Campaign

the 1950s and 1960s.

‘While many Republican politi-
cians in Alabama criticized her
ruling last month and tried to
link her to Obama administration
policies, Granade was appointed
to the federal bench by President
George W. Bush.

Granade could have stayed her
decision pending a final U.S. Su-
preme Court ruling. Instead, she
rejected Alabama’s argument
that keeping gays and lesbians
from marrying benefits the state’s
children. And after Moore urged
judges last week to ignore her rul-
ing, she reiterated that they are
bound by the U.S. Constitution to
treat all couples equally.

Lee County’s probate judge,
Bill English, said Friday that
Granade’s order “makes it clear”
he had to open his courthouse
doors.

Moore’s stand against federal
authority surprised no one in
Alabama, where the 68-year-old
jurist who twice ran for gover-
nor burnished his conservative
image a decade ago with a losing
fight to keep his Ten Command-
ments statue inside the Alabama
Judicial Building.

‘While Moore again appeared on
the losing side Friday, a longtime
supporter said the 81 percent of
Alabama voters who chose to ban
gay marriage in 2006 would ap-
preciate his stand.

“I think this lady judge is scar-
ing the daylights out of these peo-
ple,” Orange Beach businessman
Dean Young said. “The people are
very thankful that Judge Moore
is standing up.”

JAcKiE SKAGGS, GRAND Teron NATIONAL PARK/AP

An unusual cloud formation across the summit of the Grand Teton is seen in this view from the park’s

headquarters campus at Moose, Wy

0.

Clouds enchant park visitors

By MEAD GRUVER
The Associated Press

CHEYENNE, Wyo. — A bi-
zarre sheet of wispy clouds un-
dulating over the Teton Range
enchanted tourists and even vet-
eran employees of Grand Teton
National Park.

Driversstoppedalongthe park’s
main highway Thursday morning
to gaze in awe and shoot photos
of the rare phenomenon hover-
ing over Grand Teton mountain.
At 13,770 feet above sea level, the
Grand Teton is the highest point
in the Teton Range.

The shape-shifting clouds at
times appeared like a billowing
handkerchief or seagull with its
beak touching the mountain’s
summit, park spokeswoman
Jackie Skaggs said.

She first spotted them on her
morning drive to work. “I had to
make myself pay attention to the
road because I was like, ‘Wow,
that is really strange, “ Skaggs
said Friday.

The clouds persisted through
the morning before finally dissi-
pating in the afternoon.

They were lenticular clouds,

a type that forms downwind of
mountain ranges in certain con-
ditions. Occasionally, lenticular
clouds occur as perfectly sym-
metrical disks, appearing like
giant flying saucers and prompt-
ing UFO reports.

These particular lenticular
clouds resulted from an unusual
combination of strong wind and
moisture between 13,000 and
14,000 feet, said Riverton-based
National Weather Service me-
teorologist Chris Jones, who got
wind of the event from several
weather spotters.

Postal service fixes electronic glitch

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The U.S.
Postal Service says it’s fixed the
electronic glitch that had disrupt-
ed some services — and that ev-
erything is back to normal.

Spokesman David Parten-
heimer said in an email that the
agency’s communication network
was restored Friday night.

“Postal Service back up,” he
says.

A network outage had affected
some postal functions from late

Thursday through Friday, includ-
ing package handling at some
local post offices. The problem
brought down the agency’s email
system across the country.

The Postal Service says the
trouble resulted from a hardware
installation Thursday.

The outage did not affect the
acceptance of mail, or mail pro-
cessing or delivery.

Agency spokeswoman Toni
DeLancey said the outage first
occurred Thursday afternoon.

“It has nothing to do with any

kind of cyber intrusion or any-
thing like that. It’s just a techni-
cal problem while hardware was
being installed,” she said.

Another postal spokesman,
David Partenheimer, later said
the problem continued into Fri-
day evening. “Hardware installa-
tion caused the problem. It does
take time to get all systems back
on line. They have to come back
on line in a certain order. So we
apologize to our customers who
had any problems.”

Obama calls on private sector to help curb cyberattacks

By DARLENE SUPERVILLE
AND MARTHA MENDOZA
The Associated Press

PALO ALTO, Calif. — Cyber-
space is the new “Wild West,”
President Barack Obama said
Friday, with everyone looking to
the government to be the sheriff.
But he told the private sector it
must do more to stop cyberattacks
aimed at the U.S. every day.

“Everybody is online, and ev-
erybody is vulnerable,” Obama
said during a White House cyber-
security summit at Stanford Uni-
versity, just miles from Google,
Facebook, Intel and other Inter-
net giants.

“The business leaders here
want their privacy and their
children protected, just like the
consumer and privacy advocates
here want America to keep lead-

ing the world in technology and
be safe from attacks,” he said.
Partnering with the federal
government is a hard sell in the
Silicon Valley. The pace of in-
novation in California’s tech hub
outstrips Beltway bureaucracy,
and tech firms chafe at regula-
tions that could limit their reach.
Further, disclosures from
former intelligence contrac-
tor Edward Snowden exposing

sweeping U.S. government sur-
veillance programs have angered
many. The programs tapped into
data from firms including Google
and Yahoo.

Obama told more than 1,500
business leaders, students, profes-
sors and reporters that informa-
tion about threats must be shared
and responded to quickly. And he
signed an executive order aimed
at making it easier for private

firms to have access to classified
information about cyberattacks.

He also stressed there would
be oversight to ensure protections
for privacy and civil liberties.

The administration —wants
Congress to replace the existing
patchwork of state laws with a
national standard giving compa-
nies 30 days to notify consumers
if their personal information has
been compromised.
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A Ukramlan military convoy stops on the road
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Ukraine fighting persists ahead of cease- flre

By BALINT SzLANKO
The Associated Press

SVITLODARSK, Ukraine
— Heavy artillery fire roared
Saturday in eastern Ukraine
as fighting between Ukrainian
forces and Russia-backed sepa-
ratists continued hours before a
cease-fire was to take effect in
the conflict that has killed more
than 5,300 people.

Associated Press reporters
saw the artillery barrage near
the town of Svitlodarsk as well as
considerable movement of Ukrai-

nian forces’ armored vehicles and
rocket launchers along the road.

Svitlodarsk is about 12 miles
north of Debaltseve, a strategi-
cally important railroad junc-
tion city where Ukrainian forces
have been under siege by rebels.
Eduard Basurin, a rebel spokes-
man, was quoted by the RIA No-
vosti news agency as saying that
the fighters would not allow the
Ukrainian forces to escape the
city but would be offered the op-
portunity to surrender.

Under an agreement reached
Thursday, the warring sides are

to cease firing at midnight (2200
GMT). However, a previous
cease-fire called in September
failed to take hold and after fight-
ing escalated sharply in January,
expectations for the new agree-
ment are clouded.

Officials in the port city of Mar-
iupol meanwhile said an array of
artillery attacks hit areas near the
city during the morning. There
was no immediate information on
casualties.

Mariupol is on the Azov Sea and
concerns are strong that Russian-
backed separatists aim to seize it

as a step toward establishing a
corridor between mainland Rus-
sia and the Crimean Peninsula
that Russia annexed 11 months

ago.

Also Saturday, the U.S. ambas-
sador to Ukraine, Geoffrey Pyatt,
posted on Twitter what he said
were satellite photos showing
Russian artillery systems near
the town of Lomuvatka, about 12
miles northeast of Debaltseve.
The images could not immedi-
ately be verified.

Russia has flatly denied re-
peated Western claims that it has

sent troops and equipment to the
eastern Ukraine rebels.

The fighting started in April
after armed separatists took con-
trol of towns and official buildings
in the Dometsk and Luhansk re-
gions of eastern Ukraine. The sei-
zures began after Russia-friendly
president Viktor Yanukovych was
driven from power in the wake of
months of protests in the capital,
Kiev. The separatists claim the
new Ukrainian authorities are
fascist-inspired and aim to sup-
press the heavily ethnic Russian
population in the east.

NATO expansion is at heart of Ukraine crisis

By STEVEN R. HURST
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The Cold War didn’t
end. It just took on a 24-year pause. The
East-West showdown over Ukraine makes
that clear.

As the non-Russian republics broke free
in the Soviet collapse and Eastern Euro-
pean Soviet satellite countries snapped the
chains of Moscow’s dominion, common
wisdom held the Cold War was over. The

victors: The United States
ANALYSIS and its European allies
—— bound together in the

NATO alliance to block
further Soviet expansion in Europe after
World War IT.

Since the Soviet collapse — as Moscow
had feared — that alliance has spread east-
ward, expanding along a line from Estonia
in the north to Romania and Bulgaria in
the south. The Kremlin claims it had West-
ern assurances that would not happen.
Now, Moscow’s only buffers to a complete
NATO encirclement on its western border
are Finland, Belarus and Ukraine.

The Kremlin would not have to be para-
noid to look at that map with concern. And
Russia reacted dramatically early last
year. U.S.-Russian relations have fallen
back into the dangerous nuclear and politi-
cal standoff of the Cold War years before
the Soviet collapse.

The turmoil began when Ukraine’s cor-
rupt, Russia-friendly President Viktor Ya-
nukovych backed out of an agreement with
the European Union for closer trade and

PeTr Davio Josex/AP

A Ukrainian government soldier speaks
on the phone while guarding a checkpoint
on the road between the towns of
Dabeltseve and Artemivsk, Ukraine, on
Saturday.

political ties and instead accepted Russian
guarantees of billions of dollars in finan-
cial aid. That led to prolonged pro-Western
demonstrations in the Ukrainian capital,
Kiev. The upheaval caused Yanukovych to
flee to Moscow a year ago.

When a new, pro-Western government

took power in Ukraine, Russia reacted by
seizing the Crimean Peninsula and making
it once again a part of Russia. Soviet leader
Nikita Khrushchev had transferred the
strategic region from Russian federation
control to the Ukraine republic in 1954.
Crimea remained base to Russia’s Black
Sea fleet. Ethnic Russians are a majority
of the population.

Also, Russian-speaking separatists in
eastern Ukraine — along the Russian
border — began agitating, then fighting
to break free of Kiev’s control, variously
demanding autonomy, independence or
to become a part of Russia. As separatist
fighters — the West claims they have been
given Russian heavy arms and are backed
by Russian forces — pushed deeper into
Ukraine, a September peace conference
drew up plans for a cease-fire and eventual
steps toward a political resolution.

The cease-fire never held, and the fight-
ing between Ukrainian forces and the sep-
aratist grew more intense. The separatists
accumulated considerable ground in the
fighting, which the United Nations reports
has claimed 5,300 lives.

Now there’s a new peace plan. Ham-
mered out in all-night negotiations last
week, it calls for a cease-fire to take effect
Sunday. But since the deal was announced,
fighting has only increased, as Ukrainian
forces battle to hold a major rail hub in
Debaltseve. The town controls transport
between the rebel-held regions of Donetsk
and Luhansk. Those regions are home to
major heavy industrial complexes, many
of which produce weapons for Russia’s

military.

As part of the deal that calls for an end to
fighting, both sides are to draw back heavy
weapons from the conflict line. Kiev is to
write a new constitution that would reflect
the autonomy demands of the separatists.
Ukraine would retake control of its border
with Russia. Moscow views the accord as a
guarantee Ukraine will not join NATO.

The agreement was heralded as a new
chance for peace by French President
Francois Hollande and German Chancel-
lor Angela Merkel, who arranged the deal
at negotiations that also involved Ukraine
President Petro Poroshenko and Russian
President Vladimir Putin. Rebel lead-
ers also signed on. U.S. President Barack
Obama’s administration, which has led a
tough sanctions drive against Moscow over
its actions in Crimea and eastern Ukraine,
has taken a wait-and-see attitude.

American officials are skeptical the deal
will hold. Secretary of State John Kerry
put it bluntly: “Actions will be what mat-
ter now. We will judge the commitment of
Russia and the separatists by their actions,
not their words.”

In the meantime, the administration has
put off a decision on sending lethal weap-
ons to Ukraine and imposing additional
sanctions on Russia. Putin, who so far has
proven impervious to Western sanctions
and crashing oil prices that threaten the
entire Russian economy — is a step closer
to his goal of making certain there won’t
be yet another NATO member along the
country’s western frontier.
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Boko Haram assault repelled in Nigeria

By Haruna UMAR
The Associated Press

BAUCHI, Nigeria — Nigeria’s military
Saturday repelled an attack on a north-
eastern town by Boko Haram Islamic ex-
tremists who, as they retreated, warned
residents not to participate in the country’s
elections in March.

Two air force jets joined soldiers in at-
tacking the rebels after they assaulted
Gombe in the morning.

The Boko Haram fighters left in a con-
voy of vehicles carrying dozens of corpses,
according to residents.

“They were heard telling our people in
the villages leading to Gombe that they
have not come to harm civilians but the
security agents. They were also dropping
copies of papers with messages written in
Hausa warning people not to participate in
the coming elections, lest they risk being
killed,” said resident Malam Hassan.

The Associated Press obtained a copy of
the message in which Boko Haram warned
that its fighters will attack all polling sta-
tions in the March 28 elections. The Boko
Haram paper also said residents should not
assist the army and pledged not to attack
those who stayed out of its fight against the

government.

“We are calling on you all to come and
join us in the Jihad and embrace Islamic
Sharia jurisprudence,” said the papers
dropped by Boko Haram.

The fiercest fighting was about three ki-
lometers (two miles) outside the town, resi-
dent Jummai Aliyu said.

Gombe has previously been attacked
multiple times, including by a car bomb in
December that killed at least 20 people.

Boko Haram’s Islamic extremist insur-
gency Kkilled 10,000 people last year com-
pared to 2,000 in the four previous years,
according to the U.S. Council on For-

eign Relations. Fighting has forced some
157,000 people to seek refuge in Niger,
while 40,000 others have gone to Camer-
oon and 17,000 are in Chad, according to
the United Nations.

On Friday, the group staged its first at-
tack on Chadian territory, bringing to
three the number of neighboring countries
roped into what had previously been an
internal Nigerian conflict. The targeted
village, Ngouboua, was already home to
nearly 3,300 refugees who had fled Boko
Haram-related violence in Nigeria, ac-
cording to the U.N.

Official: At least
16 die in bus-train

Antarctic rescue

A crewmember of the Coast Guard icebreaker Polar Star wakhes ﬂ-rough a window Fnday as the shlp

begins breaking up the ice around the fishing vessel

GiNa CavLor, U.S. Coast Guarp/AP

the boat, which had been trapped for three days in ice near Antarctica with 26 people aboard. The Coast
Guard used an unmanned sub to determine that the fishing boat’s propellers were damaged and it would

need to be towed to port.

Several shot at Danish free speech event

The Associated Press

COPENHAGEN, Denmark
— A gunman fired on a cafe in
Copenhagen as it hosted a free
speech event Saturday, Killing
one man, Danish police said. The
event was organized by Swedish
artist Lars Vilks, who has faced
numerous threats after carica-
turing the Prophet Muhammad.

Danish police said the gun-
man shot through the windows
of the Krudttoenden cafe, which
the TV2 news channel said were
riddled with some 30 bullet holes.
Police spokesman Henrik Blande-
bjerg said three police

Helle Merete Brix, one of the
event’s organizers, told The Asso-
ciated Press that Vilks was at the
meeting but was not hit.

“I saw a masked man running
past,” Brix said. “I clearly con-
sider this as an attack on Lars
Vilks.”

There was no immediate claim
of responsibility.

The attack came a month after
Islamic militants attacked anoth-
er media outlet that had printed
Muhammad cartoons, the Char-
lie Hebdo satirical magazine in
Paris, killing 12 people. Vilks
told The A iated Press after

at the event were wounded.

the Paris terror attacks that, due

to increased security concerns,
even fewer organizations were in-
viting him to give lectures.

“Theard someone firing with an
automatic weapons and someone
shouting. Police returned the fire
and I hid behind the bar. I felt sur-
real, like in a movie,” Niels Ivar
Larsen, one of the speakers at the
event, told the TV2 channel.

Brix said she was ushered away
with Vilks by one of the Danish
police guards that he gets when-
ever he is in Denmark.

In a statement, Danish police
said the victim was a 40-year-old
man inside the cafe. He has not
yet been identified.

crash in Mexico

By PorrIRIO IBARRA
The Associated Press

MONTERREY, Mexico — A
passenger bus and a freight train
collided at a grade crossing in
northern Mexico, killing at least
16 people and injuring 22, a Mexi-
can official said.

The official said the accident
occurred Friday in the town
of Anahuac, which is Tamauli-
pas state near the border city of
Nuevo Laredo, across from Lar-
edo, Texas. The official was not
authorized to be quoted by name.

The train’s operator, Kansas
City Southern de Mexico, issued

a statement confirming there had
been “a lamentable accident” be-
tween one of its trains and a pas-
senger bus about 5:25 p.m. The
company said its employees re-
ported “an undetermined num-
ber of dead and injured at the
scene.”

Kansas City Southern did not
give a cause for the crash. The
Mexican official said investiga-
tors were looking into whether
the bus driver tried to beat the
train to the crossing.

The train was operated by the
Transporte Frontera line on a
route from Nuevo Laredo to the
neighboring state of Coahuila.

AP Television

Emergency responders work at the scene of a collision between a
bus and a freight train Friday at a grade crossing in northern Mexico
in the town of Anahuac, near the border city of Nuevo Laredo,

across from Laredo, Texas.

Canada police foil plot
to kill people at mall

TORONTO — Canadian police
foiled a plot by two suspects who
were planning to go to a mall to
kill as many people as they could
before committing suicide on Val-
entine’s Day in Halifax, a senior
police official said.

The official told The Associat-
ed Press on Saturday that police
acted quickly after receiving in-
formation from the public on the
Crime Stoppers tip line.

The official spoke anonymously
because he was not authorized to

speak publicly.

A 19-year-old male suspect
shot himself to death after police
surrounded his home, the offi-
cial said. A 23-year-old woman
from Geneva, I11., was arrested at
Halifax airport and confessed to
the plot, the official said, adding
that she had prepared a number
of pronouncements to be tweeted
after her death.

The official said the suspects
used a chat stream and were ap-
parently obsessed with death
and had many photos of mass
killings.

From The Associated Press



Pace 12

*STARS AND STRIPES®

Sunday, February 15,2015

STARSW#ZSTRIPES,

Max D. Lederer Jr., publisher
Lt. Col. Michael C. Bailey, Europe commander
Lt. Col. Brian Choate, Pacific commander
Harry Eley, Europe Business Operations
Terry M. Wegner, Pacific Business Operations

EDITORIAL

Terry Leonard, Editor
leonard terry@stripes.com
Robert H. Reld,SsmorManaging Editor
reid.robert@stripes.com

Sam Amrhein, Managing Editor International
amrhein.sam@stripes.com

Tina Croley, Managing Editor for Content
croley.tina@stripes.com

Sean Moores, Managing Editor for Presentation
moores.sean@stripes.com

Joe Gromelski, Managing Editor for Digital
gromelski joe@stripes.com

BUREAU STAFF
Europe/Mideast

Teddie Weyr, Europe & Mideast Bureau Chief
weyr.teddie@stripes.com

+49(0)631.3615.9310; cell +49(0)173.315.1881;
DSN (314)583.9310

Pacific

Paul Alexander, Pacific Bureau Chief
alexander.paul@stripes.com

+81-3 6385.5377; cell (080)5883.1673
DSN (315)225.5377

Washington

Patrick Dickson, Washington Bureau Chief
dickson.patrick@stripes.com
(+1)(202)761.0908; DSN (312)763.0908
Brian Bowers, Assistant Managing Editor, News
bowers.brian@stripes.com

Amanda Trypanis, Design Desk Supervisor
trypanis.amanda@stripes.com

CIRCULATION
Mideast

Robert Reismann, reismann.robert@stripes.com
+49(0)631.3615.9150; DSN (314)583.9150

Europe

Van Rowell, rowell.van@stripes.com
+49(0)631.3615.9111; DSN (314)583.9111
Pacific

Mari Matsumoto, customerhelp@stripes.com
+81-3 6385.3171; DSN (315)229.3171

CONTACT US

Washington

tel: (+1)202.761.0900; DSN (312)763.0900;
529 14th Street NW, Suite 350, Washington, DC
20045-1301

Reader letters
letters@stripes.com

Additional contacts

stripes.com/contactus
OMBUDSMAN
Ernie Gates

The Stars and Stripes ombudsman protects the free flow
of news and information, reporting any attempts by the
military or other authorities to undermine the newspaper's
independence. The ombudsman also responds to
concerns and questions from readers, and monitors
coverage for faimess, accuracy, timeliness and balance.
The ombudsman welcomes comments from readers, and
can be contacted by email at ombudsman@stripes.com,
or by phone at 202.761.0587.

Stars and Stripes (USPS 0417900) is published week-
days (except Dec. 25 and Jan. 1) for 50 cents Monday
through Thursday and for $1 on Friday by Pacic tars
and Stripes, Unit 45002, APO AP 96338-5002. Periodi-
cals postage paid at San Francisco, CA, eosmacte: Sand
address changes to Pacific Stars and Stripes, Unit 45002,
APQ AP 96338-5002

This newspaper is authorized by the Department of
Defense for members of the military services overseas.
However, the contents of Stars and Stripes are unofficial,
and are nat to be considered s the offical views of, or
endorsed by, the U.S. government. A wspaper,
Stars and Stripes may be distributed mmugh official chan-
nels and use appropriated funds for distribution to remote
locations where overseas DOD personnel are located.

The appearance of advertising in this publication does
not constitute endorsement by the Department of Defense
or Stars and Stripes of the products or services advertised.
Products or services advertised shall be made available for
purchase, use or patronage without regard to race, color,
religion, sex, national origin, age, marital status, physical
handicap, political affiliation or any other nonmerit factor
of the purchaser, user or patron.

© Stars and Stripes 2015
stripes.com

OPINION

Pence campaign has built-in governor

By GeorGe F. WiLL

WASHINGTON

Ithough he is always preternatu-

rally placid, Mike Pence today

exemplifies a Republican co-

nundrum. Sitting recently 24

blocks from Capitol Hill, where he served

six terms as a congressman, and eight

blocks from the White House, which some

Republicans hope he craves, Pence, now

in his third year as Indiana’s governor,

discussed two issues, Common Core and

Medicaid expansion, that illustrate the
following:

Today’s president, whose prior govern-
mental experience was meager and entire-
ly legislative, probably has strengthened
voters’ normal preference for actual exec-
utives — governors rather than legislators
— as chief executives. Governors actually
govern, which means continually making
choices and compromises. So, with the
Republican nominating electorate increas-
ingly persnickety about ideological purity,
governors often are more disadvantaged
than senators as candidates.

In 2001, as a freshman congressman,
Pence was one of just 34 House Republi-
cans to vote against President George W.
Bush’s pride and joy, the No Child Left
Behind education legislation, which Pence
considered a federal usurpation of a state
and local responsibility, K-12 education. In

MichaeL Conrov/AP

Indiana Gov. Mike Pence pauses while
speaking in Indianapolis last month.

micromanagement of K-12 education. If
Hoosiers want different standards, Pence
says, they now are forever free to write
them.

In 2003, Pence was one of just 19 Re-
publicans to defy the Bush administra-
tion’s excruciating pressure to vote for the
Medicare Part D, the unfunded prescrip-
tion drug entitlement. So, having dem-
onstrated, as with No Child Left Behind,
his conservative credentials, he deserved
conservatives’ trust when he responded to
Obamacare’s push for expansion of tradi-
tional Medicaid by negotiating from the
Obama administration remarkable con-

that are a late for nationwide

2010, with the Obama ration blan-
dishing $5 billion in Race to the Top funds
as bribes, Indiana was among the 37 states
that embraced Common Core standards.
Under Pence, however, Indiana became
the first state to formally withdraw from
Common Core.

But because some critics consider
the standards that Pence’s administra-
tion wrote msufflclently unlike Common
Core’s, he is excoriated as insufficiently
hostile to “Obamacore.” But the content of
the Common Core standards is beside the
point. Even excellent content would not re-
deem Common Core, because it abets what
Pence correctly says will, unless Common
Core is stopped, eventually become federal

Medicaid reform.

The administration reluctantly con-
ceded what Pence calls “the foundation of
consumer-driven health care,” the require-
ment that people make a financial con-
tribution (in Indiana, to a Health Savings
Account) and that there be consequences
— they are locked out of the system for six
months — if they do not.

Conservatives who despise any transac-
tion with Barack Obama dismiss Pence’s
achievement. But Pence’s plan is warmly
endorsed by Grace-Marie Turner, a lead-
ing advocate of replacing Obamacare with
consumer-directed health care reform.
She says conservatives should applaud

Pence for making Medicaid more like a
Health Savings Account, under which pur-
chasers of high-deductible insurance use
HSA tax-preferred savings to pay for rou-
tine medical expenses.

Americans sometimes vote for a presi-
dent who is the opposite of the one who has
just preceded him and has disappointed
them. Hence the Republicans’ nominee
should be confident and astute enough to
approach the presidency by promising the
reverse of an Army recruiting slogan, “Be
all you can be.” Pence understands the
need for a president promising to be less
than he can be. Less, that is, like Obama,
who has advertised his disdain for the leg-
islative branch by pushing past the proper
limits of unilateral executive action.

In 2010, before Obama’s institutional
vandalism against the separation of powers
had confronted the country with the most
lawless presidency since Richard Nixon’s,
Pence delivered an address in which he
said, “The president is not our teacher, our
tutor, our guide or ruler.” There is a pre51-
dential “duty of self-restraint” because
president who slights the Constitution is
like a rider who hates his horse: he will be
thrown, and the nation along with him.”

It is Pence’s political misfortune, though
a pleasant one, that his predecessor, Mitch
Daniels, left Indiana on a rising trajec-
tory, needing neither a savior nor radical
surgery. Still, under Pence individual and
corporate income taxes have been cut, the
inheritance tax has been abolished, and
the nation’s largest school-choice program
may be expanded.

With many Indiana preoccupanons,
Pence says he will not decide about a presi-
dential campaign until May. This would be
perilously late in the scramble for major
donors and seasoned staff. Again, the para-
dox: Governors’ jobs can qualify them for
the presidency by requiring them to spend
much time and political capital in transac-
tions that can make a nomination difficult
to attain.

George F. Will is a member of
Washington Post Writers Group.

’16 likely older Democrat vs. younger Republican

By CARL P. LEUBSDORF
The Dallas Morning News

mericans always like something

new. A recent focus group session

with a cross section of Colorado

voters showed how that might
affect the unfolding 2016 presidential
campaign.

Participants in the nonpartisan focus
group conducted by veteran Democratic
Party pollster Peter Hart showed disdain
for the older, more established 2016 hope-
fuls (think Hillary Rodham Clinton and
Jeb Bush) and positive curiosity about two
newer faces (think Elizabeth Warren and
Rand Paul.)

About the same time, 2012 Republican
nominee Mitt Romney echoed those sen-
timents in announcing he would not run
again, saying he believed “one of our next
generation of Republican leaders ... may
well emerge as being better able to defeat
the Democratic nominee.”

It would be surprising if such attitudes
didn’t surface elsewhere.

Overall, they suggest a potential Repub-
lican advantage, thanks to a large field of
newer faces. And it should be a warning
to Democrats, who are not only poised to
nominate Clinton but also have a far small-
er bench of future leaders.

This is the political fallout from the
sweeping Republican 2010 and 2014 victo-
ries, which produced a new generation of
GOP officeholders and prevented a similar

group of Democrats from emerging.

The GOP field includes four potential
contenders in their 40s — Govs. Scott
Walker, of Wisconsin, and Bobby Jindal, of
Louisiana, and Sens. Ted Cruz, of Texas,
and Marco Rubio, of Florida. Four others
are in their 50s — Govs. Chris Christie, of
New Jersey, and Mike Pence, of Indiana,
and Sens. Paul, of Kentucky, and Lindsey
Graham, of South Carolina. Former Govs.
Bush, of Florida, Mike Huckabee, of Ar-
kansas and Rick Perry, of Texas, and Dr.
Ben Carson are in their 60s.

By contrast, of the six most-mentioned
Democrats, only Warren, 65, and former
Maryland Gov. Martin O’Malley, 52, are
younger than Clinton, 67. Vice President
Joe Biden, Vermont Sen. Bernie Sanders
and former Virginia Sen. Jim Webb are all
older.

The GOP also has a broad array of up-
and-coming prospects. Sen. Kelly Ayotte,
of New Hampshire, and newly elected
Sens. Cory Gardner, of Colorado, and Joni
Ernst, of Towa, are all in their 40s.

A corresponding Democratic list is far
smaller. It includes Texas’ 40-year-old
Castro twins — Secretary of Housing and
Urban Development Julian Castro, the for-
mer mayor of San Antonio, and Rep. Joa-
quin Castro. But neither has won statewide
office. The number of fellow Democratic
40-somethings who have won is small, led
by Sens. Cory Booker, of New Jersey, 45;
and Kirsten Gillibrand, of New York, 48.

Prospects in their 50s include Sens. Tim

Kaine, of Virginia, and Amy Klobuchar, of
Minnesota, New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo
and California Attorney General Kamala
Harris, a favorite to win a U.S. Senate seat
in 2016. Sens. Claire McCaskill, of Mis-
souri, and Mark Warner, of Virginia, are in
their early 60s.

It’s easy to see Clinton tapping one of
these as her running mate — perhaps
Kaine. He’s from a crucial swing state,
was Richmond’s mayor and Virginia’s gov-
ernor, and is an emerging leader in Sen-
ate debates on authorizing military action
abroad.

But Romney’s withdrawal virtually en-
sures a race pitting an older Democrat
against a younger Republican. The ques-
tion is how much younger. Bush is 52
years younger than Clinton, while Walker
is 20 years younger.

History sends a mixed message. In four
of the last six elections, Democrats Barack
Obama and Bill Clinton defeated signifi-
cantly older Republican rivals. But in the
1980s, two older Republicans, Ronald Rea-
gan and George HW. Bush, beat younger
Democrats.

On NBC’s “Meet the Press,” Chuck Todd
noted that, on average, presidents elected
in the past century were 7.6 years younger
than their predecessors. In 2016, the issue
may be whether youth again carries the day
or Obama’s presidency spurs voters to elect
someone older and more experienced.

Carl P. Leubsdorf is the former Washington
bureau chief of The Dallas Morning News.
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Foreigners: Islamic State’s cannon fodder

By EL1 LAKE
spiring jihadis looking to join the
Islamic State army are often lured
to the front lines with promises of
changing the course of history
and reclaiming a lost Islamic empire.

But at least for the less-skilled foreign
recruits, the experience of fighting for the
new caliphate is often brief and bloody.
Kurdish and Iragi commanders on the
front lines of the war whom I interviewed
in the past two weeks say that the suicide
bombers and first-wave attackers deployed
in Islamic State offensives are almost en-
tirely made up of units of foreign fighters.
These highly risky missions mean that the
new “immigrants” fighting the infidels
end up as cannon fodder, while the more
prestigious organizational jobs and less-
risky defensive assignments go to Syrian
and Iraqi Arabs.

“The ones actively fighting in the first
wave of the attacks, they are mostly using
central Asian members,” said Masrour
Barzani, chancellor of the Kurdistan Re-
gion Security Council, who oversees much
of the day-to-day fighting against the Is-
lamic State. “Local Arab forces are used to
shore up defensive positions.”

Gen. Ali al-Wazir Shamary of the Iragi
army said he had a similar experience in
his battles against Islamic State forces in
Diyala province. “We often see the foreign
fighters in the first wave of attacks and
then the Arab fighters will come in after
an area is cleared,” he said.

Some of this has already been described
in social media. A Twitter account known
as @wikibaghdady, thought to be a whistle-
blower with knowledge of the Islamic
State’s internal operations, said in a series
of tweets last summer that foreign volun-
teers would primarily be used for martyr-
dom operations.

This information on the order of battle is
important, because U.S. intelligence agen-
cies for nearly two years have worried that
Western passport-holders who travel to
Syria and now Iraq to fight with the Islamic
State and al-Qaida’s affiliates could return
to their home countries, battle-hardened
and undetected.

AP

Fighters shoot a machine gun toward the Islamic State group on the outskirts of Koba-
ni, Syria, in November. Kurdish and Iragi commanders fighting Islamic State miilitants
say first-wave attackers often are foreign fighters, meaning they usually are the first to
die. The less-risky jobs go to Syrian and Iraqi Arabs.

Thomas Joscelyn, a senior fellow and
counterterrorism expert at the Foundation
for Defense of Democracies, told me that
while it’s true many of the Islamic State
volunteers won’t survive, those that do will
pose a particular threat down the line.

“The overwhelming majority of foreign
fighters will not return home to commit
terrorist attacks,” Joscelyn said. “But
some of them will. The real risk is that as
the number of foreign fighters increases,
the talent pool from which terrorist organi-
zations can draw deepens. This increases
the chance that terrorist groups will find
highly skilled, intelligent and committed
fighters who can be repurposed for plots in
their home countries.”

The process for recruiting foreign vol-
unteers is very structured. Hisham al-
Hashemi, a former Salafist from Iraq who
is now a consultant for Iraq’s Ministry of
Defense and some Western intelligence
agencies, told me that Islamic State re-
cruiters will examine whether a recruit
has special skills such as computer engi-
neering or whether he is more suited for
combat. After the initial vetting, the re-
cruit will be funneled into a specific job.

Al-Hashemi said the process was akin
to brainwashing. “They will give them
new names and make them swear an oath
of allegiance,” he said. “For the foreign
fighters, they will be sent to a safe house
before being deployed as a suicide bomber

or fighter, and they won’t even know where
they are or anyone else near them.”

This recruitment process is detailed and
well-documented. Captured records from
a 2007 U.S. raid on the town of Sinjar by
the Islamic State’s predecessor, al-Qaida
in Iraq, show that the group kept precise
documentation on their foreign volunteers.
Back then, most of the foreign fighters
were fellow Arabs from Libya, Saudi Ara-
bia and Syria. There was also concern that
enlisting too many foreign fighters would
detract from the group’s efforts to appeal
to local Iragis.

Today that pool of foreign fighters has

ded to regions includi Europe,
North America, Central Asia and even
China. Barzani said his peshmerga fight-
ers have encountered Chechens, Uzbeks,
Kazakhs and Turks in initial assaults. Al-
Shamary told me his troops have fought
Uighurs, a Muslim minority group resid-
ing in western China.

“Foreigners joining the fight in Syria and
Iraq are being deployed to the front lines
for a variety of purposes,” said Michael
Smith of Kronos Advisory, a counterter-
rorism consulting firm that tracks online
propaganda from jihadi groups. One, he
said, it is to prove that they are not working
for a foreign intelligence organization or a
rival jihadi group.

But using foreign volunteers in first
wave or as suicide bombers is also useful
for propaganda. “Sending jihadis from
the U.S., Canada, Europe or Chechnya off
to meet their maker is much less likely to
have the effect of degrading the group’s
capacity to cultivate goodwill among local
populations, which the group wants to gov-
ern,” Smith said. Also, advertising that re-
cruits from all over the world are willing to
die for the caliphate can encourage more
volunteers.

It’s been working so far. But sooner or
later, the pool of potential recruits may
notice that the Islamic State’s volunteers
don’t live long enough to enjoy the new Is-
lamic empire.

Eli Lake is a Bloomberg View columnist.

In Iraq, Kirkuk continues to be a question mark

By Davip IGNATIUS

KIRKUK, Iraq
rom the roof of his office, Gov.
Najmaldin Karim can see this
multiethnic city laid out below. He
points toward the Sunni suburb

of Hawijah about 15 miles west, which is
controlled by the Islamic State. Two weeks
ago, the extremists staged a ferocious as-
sault there that almost broke through the
defense lines.

“ISIS has its eyes on Kirkuk. It is the
big prize for them,” said Karim, using
the term for the enemy that’s common
here. This very morning, a gray day when
poor visibility favored the attackers, ISIS
launched an artillery-and-mortar strike
in a Sunni suburb called Daquq, south of
the city. Coalition airstrikes have pounded
ISIS targets here twice this week.

Kirkuk sits uneasily on the fault line
between Kurdistan to the east, the Shiite-
led Baghdad government to the south,
and Sunni regions to the west. Karim is a
Kurd, himself, and a member of one of its
big political parties, the Patriotic Union of
Kurdistan. But “as governor, I'm governor
of everybody,” he insists.

Kirkuk illustrates the dilemmas facing

the Kurdish regional government in Irbil,
about an hour’s drive north. The Kurds
regard Kirkuk as part of their ancestral
homeland, and the Iragi constitution calls
for a referendum in which the city’s Kurd-
ish majority could vote to leave the orbit of
Baghdad and to become part of Kurdistan.

But can the Kurds swallow Kirkuk with-
out choking on the other groups that live
here? Karim reckons that Kurds make up a
little over 50 percent of the Kirkuk popula-
tion, while Sunnis account for 32 percent to
35 percent and Turkmen have 13 percent
to 14 percent. It’s a microcosm of the larger
Iraqi ethnic puzzle.

For now, the common enemy of ISIS
seems to be bringing Iraqis together here.
The Kurdish peshmerga rings the city and
provides the most important security force.
But inside the city, security is managed
by a local police force that Karim said is
roughly 39 percent Arab, 36 percent Kurd
and 26 percent Turkmen. “If they say it’s
only the Kurds who are keeping order in
the city, that’s not true,” argued Karim.

Karim said he favors a special status
for Kirkuk within Kurdistan, like what
Quebec has in Canada. But Falah Mustafa
Bakir, Kurdistan’s minister for foreign af-
fairs, rejects this formula. “We have wait-

ed too long,” he said in an interview in his
office in Irbil. “We don’t want to continue
with transition and delay.”

Kirkuk is just one of the question marks
for a Kurdistan that, in many ways, has
been the great Iraqi success story. The re-
gion has security, jobs and most of all, the
dynamism of a homogenous population
where nearly everyone shares the same
dream of eventual Kurdish independence.

But Kurdistan also has some mundane
problems, starting with corruption. The
country is run by traditional political par-
ties dominated by the Barzani and Talabani
clans, who have historically controlled the
Kurdish Democratic Party and the PUK,
respectively. Having the right connections,
and greasing them with some cash, has be-
come a way of life here.

It’s “absolutely right” that Kurdistan has
been weakened by corruption, conceded
Masrour Barzani, the chief of the regional
security council who oversees all intelli-
gence activities. “We don’t claim perfec-
tion,” agreed Bakir, but he argued that
corruption in Kurdistan is far less than the
circus of thievery in Baghdad. The ruling
KDP government gave a smaller reform
party known as “Change” control of the fi-
nance ministry and oversight of the pesh-

merga. But when asked if these reforms
have removed payoffs and nepotism, a
prominent local businessman just rolls his
eyes.

Even the Kurds’ beloved peshmerga
had its troubles in the first days of the war
against ISIS last August. “The pesh had
been dormant for a long time,” explained
Barzani. Some inexperienced command-
ers buckled, and grizzled veterans had to
be mobilized. Since August, they’ve lost
more than 1,000 killed in action and over
4,500 wounded. The Kurds still want their
own country someday (leaders talk of a
confederation within the next decade) but
for now they are still Iragis.

Kurdistan’s problems are manageable, if
leaders take them seriously. The danger is
that corruption and political tension could
weaken the foundations of the Kurdish re-
gion, just as they have the rest of Iraq. For
now, the Kurds maintain the strongest plat-
form in the region — and they’ve done the
best job in battling the ISIS extremists. But
nothing lasts forever. Kurdistan must solve
the problems of success as well as it did
those of centuries of isolation and betrayal.
David Ignatius writes for Washington Post Writers
Group.
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On a wing and a prayer
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to compete in three disciplines: kites, wings and sails. It’s the third time the event has been held i

Latvia, Sweden and Finland.

Councilman charged
with election sign theft
c LAKE FOREST — A

Lake Forest city coun-
cilman has been charged with
violating a city ordinance against
stealing election signs — a law
that he toughened last year.

The Orange County district
attorney’s office said Adam Nick
was charged Wednesday with
misdemeanor counts of petty theft
and receiving stolen property.

Authorities said that last Octo-
ber, Nick arranged to steal about
a dozen campaign signs for fellow
Councilman Scott Voigts, who
was running for a second term.
Voigts was re-elected.

Nick also is charged with
violating a city ordinance that
he amended last year to allow
harsher penalties for people who
tamper with or remove campaign
signs.

He could face a year in jail if
convicted.

Jury convicts man who
has hodies in his yard
P WILKES-BARRE —

Authorities have want-
ed to nab Hugo Selenski, 41, on
murder charges ever since they
searched his northeastern Penn-
sylvania yard in 2003 and found
the bodies of a missing pharma-
cist, the pharmacist’s girlfriend
and at least three other sets of
human remains.

It took nearly a dozen years and
one failed prosecution, but they fi-
nally got their man on Wednesday
after a jury convicted the career
criminal in the strangling deaths
of pharmacist Michael Kerkowski
and Tammy Fassett.

Selenski, already serving along
prison sentence on unrelated rob-
bery charges, now faces a poten-
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and didn't realize how quickly the animals would multiply.
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The number of rabbits discovered in a Santa Ana, Calif., garage in what police called a hoarding situa-
tion. The Orange County Register reported that officers found the rabbits late Tuesday living four or five to a
cage in unsanitary conditions. Nine of them were pregnant. Animal services took the rabbits and is offering
them for adoption. Police Cpl. Anthony Bertagna said the woman told police she originally adopted just one
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tial death sentence after the jury
concluded he killed the couple
during a 2002 robbery and buried
their bodies behind his house. He
had little to say as he was led out
of the courthouse.

Woman: Late husband
saved me from blaze
CHINA — A Maine

M woman credits her
late husband with waking her up
during a fire that destroyed her
home, and as proof she points to
one of the few things to survive
the blaze — his wedding ring.

Joyce Bragg’s home in the town
of China was destroyed Feb. 5 by
a fire likely started by a wood
stove. Bragg, 67, told the Morning
Sentinel that she was asleep when
she awoke to the smell of smoke
and escaped.

Her son-in-law, sorting through
the rubble, found a cardboard
box containing her diamond ring
and her husband’s wedding band.
Wayne Bragg died in a car crash
four years ago.

Bragg said, “I know my hus-
band was there to save me and
wake me up. ... Why didn’t the
rings melt, but everything else
did?”

Ex-teacher’s kid phobia

claim doesn’t convince

OH CINCINNATI — A
federal appeals court

has ruled against a former high
school teacher, 63, who sued

school administrators for alleg-
edly discriminating against her
because of what she says is a rare
phobia that makes her fear young
children.

The 6th U.S. Circuit Court of
Appeals in Cincinnati on Wednes-
day upheld a lower court decision
dismissing Maria Waltherr-Wil-
lard’s breach-of-contract claim
against Mariemont City Schools
in suburban Cincinnati. The
lower court ruled in favor of the
district on Waltherr-Willard’s
other claims, including age and
disability discrimination.

The district transferred her
from its high school to a mid-
dle school in 2009. She said the
younger students triggered her
phobia. The foreign languages
teacher said that raised her blood
pressure and forced her to retire.

Man urinates on grave,
gets charges dropped
M BALTIMORE — Bal-
timore County prose-
cutors have dropped the charges
against a Cleveland Browns fan
caught on video urinating on for-
mer Baltimore Ravens owner Art
Modell’s grave last summer.
Baltimore County State’s At-
torney Scott ger said

family, and agreed to appear on
Modell’s radio show and “subject
himself to questioning about the
incident.”

City closing all ice,

hockey rinks early

s SIOUX FALLS — The
city of Sioux Falls is

closing its hockey and skating

rinks early this year due to incon-

sistent temperatures.

The city said the inconsistent
‘weather patterns have not allowed
it to make ice. It said it’s closing
all six outdoor skating rinks and
both of its hockey rinks.

Temperatures in South Da-
kota have fluctuated greatly this
season, with some areas seeing
unusual heat waves in the dead
of winter. Rapid City set a city re-
cord this year when it reached 73
degrees at the end of January.

Man hit by train suffers
nothing but broken arm
M MISSOULA — A man

who tried to jump
across the railroad tracks in front
of a freight train didn’t quite
make it and suffered a badly bro-

ken arm.
Rail Link spok

the disorderly conduct in a cem-
etery charge against Paul Serbu,
62, who posted a video of himself
on the Internet urinating on Mod-
ell’s grave, was dropped Tuesday.
Shellenberger said Serbu wrote
an apology letter to the Modell

Jim Lewis told the Missoulian
that the injured man and a com-
panion had crossed the trestle
over the Blackfoot River near
Milltown Thursday afternoon,
with one walking on each side of
the double tracks.

Missoula County Sheriff’s Capt.
Bill Burt said one man heard the
train approaching from behind
and ran. The other kept walking
and at the last second tried to
cross to the other side.

Burt said it appeared the 30-
year-old man suffered a com-
pound fracture to his arm and
was taken to the hospital. The
train was traveling at about S50
mph.

Lewis said both men face cita-
tions for trespassing.

Police chase driver
who had body in truck

c A CALIFORNIA CITY

— Kern County author-
ities said they have arrested an
armed ex-felon who led deputies
on a high-speed pursuit with the
body of a dead man in the bed of
his truck.

Sheriff’s spokesman Ray Pruitt
said the body was spotted Tues-
day as the red pickup traveled
near California City.

The driver led police on a 20-
minute chase before officers lost
sight of him on a dirt road. The
truck was later found in a des-
ert area with the body still in the
back.

After a search of surrounding
foothills, deputies arrested Wil-
liam Patterson, 34. Detectives
said it’s still unclear what caused
the man’s death.

Patterson is being held on
$55,000 bail.

From wire reports’
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Australian activists believe
the maligned marsupials
warrant respect and rescue

By A. Opysseus PATRICK
Special To The Washington Post

cross the world, wombats are

seen as exotic creatures that

represent the strange natu-

ral wonders of the Austra-
lian outback.

But because of their assertive per-
sonalities, wombats — marsupials who
look like a cross between an oversize
gopher and a walking koala — are not
beloved in Australia. Drivers regard
them as hazards. Farmers see them as
pests. Zoos give them less prominence
than their more cuddly cousins, the
koalas.

But looking for wombats is one of the
most interesting ways to experience
Australia’s national parks, conserva-

tion reserves and state forests, which
cover about 10 percent of the country’s
land mass.

Wombats live in large numbers
at Wilsons Promontory on the far
southeast coast, one of the most popu-
lar national parks in Victoria state.
(Campsites must be booked months
in advance.) A five-minute walk from
the park’s main camping area along
a coastal path leads to a network of
wombat burrows.

Wombats are also common in Tas-
mania, the large island on Australia’s
southern tip that has some of its most
rugged terrain, and New South Wales,
the Texas-size eastern state whose
capital is Sydney. Where they live,
wombats aren’t hard to find. Because

Humane Society International

Roz and Kevin Holmes, founders of a wombat hospital in Cedar
. - ians that

want to

they don’t sweat, the animals control
their body heat by burrowing into the
ground a few feet to where the tem-
perature is about 75 degrees. Expert
and indiscreet diggers, their roomy
burrows are so big they often obstruct
farming equipment and destroy fenc-
es. The best time to find them is on
cool evenings when they emerge to eat
grass.

“They aren’t scared of humans, but
they are very easily startled,” says
Jackie French, an author. “Be polite.
Don’t intrude. Just watch.”

French, Australia’s children’s lau-
reate, has probably done more to
raise awareness of the wombat than
any living Australian. In 2001 she
persuaded her publisher, Harper-
Collins, to publish an illustrated chil-
dren’s book about a family harassed
by a carrot-loving wombat. “Diary
of a Wombat” was a blockbuster,
selling 300,000 copies in Australia
alone and spawning 31 versions in
other languages and sequels.

“They have got a classic persona,”
says Matt Richel, executive director
of the Victorian National Parks As-
sociation, a lobby group for nature
reserves. “If you get in the way of
the wombat and where it wants to go,

it will walk over you.”
French and Roz Holme, who
founded the Cedar Creek Wombat
Hospital about 100 miles north of

Sydney, are members of a small

but highly motivated community

dedicated to protecting wombats.

Ask any wombat activist for the
best place to find wombats and
they’ll likely say dead on the side
of a road. Even though wombats
can run as fast as 25 mph, a lack
of natural predators and poor eye-
sight makes them highly vulnerable
to cars. After Roz Holmes and her
husband, Kevin, bought 190 acres in
a state-owned forest in the mid 2000s,
the couple built rudimentary facilities
for sick and injured wombats they col-
lected from the roadside or the bush.
An ancient trailer served as a hospi-
tal. They recently borrowed $12,000
for a digital X-ray machine and raised
enough money from donors, including

©iStock.com/keiichihiki

French, for a small two-room clinic for
simple operations.

For adventurous travelers interest-
ed in meeting a couple of Australians
passionate about animal welfare, the
Holmeses are worth the trip along the
steep, SUV-only road to their proper-
ty. One warning: Cedar Creek is in the
Hunter Valley, a wealthy tourist region
that produces some of Australia’s best
wines. Hotel rooms in the area go for
up to $600 a night.

As we left the refuge, a wombat
walked out of the bush toward my
wife. When she didn’t move aside, the
animal nipped at her sandal-covered
foot. She jumped, startled but unhurt.

“He’s come back looking for food,”
Roz Holmes explained, as if to say:
No apologies necessary.

Cedar Creek
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Cedar Creek Wombat Hospital
(cedarcreekwombatrescue.com)

is a private refuge and rescue service
located in Cedar Creek, New South
Wales, about 100 miles north of Syd-
ney. The owners ask visitors to con-
tact them first. There is no entrance
fee, but donations are encouraged.
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Rapper Sean Forbes
makes himself joyfully heard
on the hip-hop scene

Hip-hop artist Sean Forbes

is both def and deaf, mixing sign and rhyme
for an audience ready to hear and feel.

JerrreY Saucer/For The Washington Post

By ALEX STONE
Special To The Washington Post

Sean Forbes is blowing up.

In 2010, the Detroit-based rapper
inked a two-record deal with Web En-
tertainment, the label that launched
Eminem.

Since 2012, he has been touring re-
lentlessly behind his debut album,
“Perfect Imperfection,” performing for
more than 150,000 fans in 60 cities, in-
cluding a sold-out show at the House of
Blues in Los Angeles, where he shared
the stage with Stevie Wonder.

His online videos have notched more
than 1.3 million hits on YouTube and
Facebook.

And, last April, he was crowned out-
standing hip-hop artist of the year at
the Detroit Music Awards, a nationally
recognized industry event.

He also happens to be deaf.

Forbes is the undisputed king of deaf
hip-hop, an emerging musical genre
that is giving hundreds of thousands of
deaf people access to a cultural experi-
ence that until recently was all but un-
known to them, while also bridging the
cultural divide between the world of the
deaf and the world of the hearing.

Forbes, 32, is toothy and boyi
aslaying smile, staves of coal-black hair
shorn closely at the sides and a fresco
of tattoos on his right bicep. The night
I saw him perform before a crammed
house at the Aria Entertainment Com-
plex in Toronto during the last leg of his
60-city tour, he wore dark jeans, a black
T-shirt, sunglasses and a low-gauge sil-
ver chain around his neck.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 17
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After a sign-language interpreter intro-
duced him, Forbes stormed onstage and
launched into his set, an uplifting collision
of danceable beats and catchy hip-hop hooks
punctuated by the occasional shout-out to
“believing in yourself” and “following your
dreams.” A deaf guitarist accompanied him,
carving an angular, hard-rock edge into the
backbeat groove with tube-driven power
chords and keening solos.

The crowd was a mix of the deaf and hear-
ing. To make his music user-friendly for all,
Forbes vocalizes and signs his lyrics simul-
taneously, while an LCD screen flashes ani-
mated lyrics and capering cartoon graphics
in the background.

“His whole goal is to make his music as ac-
cessible as possible for everybody,” says Jake
Bass, Forbes’ longtime producer. Forbes
raps in a slight deaf tenor, but his lyrics are
clear and forceful, and he commands the
stage with his contagious energy and sure-
footed swagger. The backbone of his music is
a volcanic bassline that shakes the room and
makes your flesh tingle.

More important, it’s something that deaf
people can hear.

The deaf hear by sensing vibrations
through their skin, which triggers activity
in the brain that closely resembles hearing.
Imaging studies have shown that deaf peo-
ple, particularly those who lose their hearing
early on — such as Forbes, who went deaf at
9 months, following a bout of spinal meningi-
tis — process tactile sensations in the region
of the brain that normally governs hearing.

This canny bit of neural legerdemain,
where one major brain region takes over
for another, is called cross-modal plasticity.
Once thought impossible, we now know that
it commonly occurs in the brains of those
‘who lose one or more senses at an early age.
Braille-reading and other tactile tasks, for
instance, activate the visual cortex in blind
subjects, as if they were seeing with their
fingers.

“Deafness does not mean that you can’t
hear, only that there is something wrong
with the ears,” writes Scottish percussionist
Evelyn Glennie in her “Hearing Essay.”

Glennie, deaf since age 8, writes eloquently
of being able to distinguish pitches based on
where on her body she feels the vibrations:
“The low sounds I feel mainly in my legs and
feet, and high sounds might be particular
places on my face, neck and chest.”

Hip-hop, with its punchy, earth-moving
beats, is an ideal form of music for the deaf,
because it’s easily felt.

“The decibel vibration for a violin is very
small, but for a bass beat or even a hook,
you’ll be able to feel those notes and differ-
entiate them, especially at a concert venue
where they have huge speakers,” says Holly
Maniatty, a non-deaf American Sign Lan-
guage interpreter who specializes in trans-
lating rap songs into sign language. She has
worked with some of the biggest names in the
industry, including Kanye West, Wu-Tang
Clan, Jay Z and Public Enemy. “The vibra-
tions are more amplified, so it becomes much
more accessible.”

Rap is also an innately gestural form.
Rappers are known for their Kinetic, often
combative hand motions, which resemble by
turns a dance and a kind of martial art. But
in deaf rap, the hands don’t just dance, they
also sing. Sign language is a complex system
of communication, with its own accents and
inflections, idioms and dialects, capable of
conveying endless shades of meaning. Many
signers will tell you that there are things one
can say in sign language that are beyond the
reach of spoken words.

Forbes’ mesmerizing, rapid-fire signing
has an impulse all its own that’s compel-
ling to watch even if you don’t know what
it means. His hands switch from ballistic
spasms to soft curves, from smooth, laminar
arcs to short, sharp chops, within the span of
a single verse, ranging over a rich landscape
of tones.

“When I sign rap music, I try to follow
the beat with my body,” Forbes says. “I try

JerrReY Saucer/For The Washington Post

‘When he was 5, Sean Forbes, seen here in
Ferndale, Mich., got a drum set. “From that
moment on, | wanted to be a rock star.”

to paint a picture with my hands. You really
have to see me to get me.”

Forbes sums this up movingly in his deaf
anthem “Watch These Hands,” which he
played midway through this two-hour set:

Watch, watch, watch these hands

They can dance, they can sing

They can dance, they can ...

Watch, watch, watch these hands

Then comes the emotional verse 2 break:

Looked at your lips

And you ask what’s wrong with us

Why we rode the short bus

The short bus to school

I was fortunate enough

I'made it out of Lahser High School

And then I made it out of R.LT.

Most of the kids I rode the bus with never
saw 15

I hope they’re looking down

I dedicate this song to them

I hope they’re looking down

I know that they’d be proud

After the show, I ask Forbes to elaborate on
these lyrics.

“I rode the bus with kids from all differ-
ent walks of life, kids with Down syndrome,
autism, some were confined to wheelchairs,”
he says. “I was able to drive a car, go to regu-
lar classes, and being with these kids really
defined me and my outlook on life. There
was this little girl that rode my bus. She was
9 years old but was still a baby physically in
size, and I remember she passed away dur-
ing the time I rode the bus with her. I remem-
ber going to her funeral. It was so sad to see
that small little casket. I basically touch on
that a little bit in the song, when I say ‘I hope
they’re looking down, I know that they’d be
proud.””

His catchiest song has to be an endearing
valentine to comely ladies with hearing loss
called “Def Deaf Girls” — a play on the vin-
tage hip-hop superlative “def,” meaning cool
or attractive:

She’s over the top so over the top
But I can’t stop, no I can’t stop
hii hi; hil about the

way she sounds
Her dB’s may be low but she’s ready to go

And shortly thereafter, over heavy drums,
scratched hooks, and horn stabs:

They can’t hear the rain on the roof
Butthey know the difference between beer,

wine and 100 proof

They can’t hear the train comin’ down the
track

But when they’re riding in my car they love
to hop in back

Here, an image of a convertible low-rider
hopping on hydraulics lit up the screen.

“He’s so cute!” a woman dancing near the
DJ called out. “We love you!”

Forbes was born into a musical family.
His mother was a pianist, and his father and
uncle played in a country-rock band called
the Forbes Brothers. His uncle also worked
as an audio engineer for a number of well-
known Detroit artists, including Bob Seger
and Anita Baker.

“We always had instruments in the house,”
Forbes recalls. “I grew up watching shows
and seeing firsthand what the business was
like.”

Forbes showed an interest in music early
on — and an uncanny sense of rhythm. “I
would drum-beat on my thighs or on the
dashboard of the car or whatever,” he says.
“Whenever there was music, I was always
following along with it.”

For his fifth birthday, Forbes’ parents
bought him a drum set. “From that moment
on, I wanted to be a rock star,” he says.

A child prodigy, Forbes was writing songs
by age 10 and producing music videos on
his parents’ VHS recorder. (Forbes is the
only deaf member of his family, and the only
one of three siblings to pursue a career in
music.)

In 2005, he met composer and producer
Jake Bass, son of Web Entertainment co-
founder Jeff Bass. With his brother Mark,
Jeff Bass produced Eminem’s first two al-
bums and many of the “8 Mile” star’s sub-
sequent hits.

The meeting led to a fruitful collaboration
that has spawned more than 100 songs and
six videos, with Forbes writing the lyrics and
Jake Bass the music.

“Everything just kind of gelled from there,
and we just started cranking out tracks one
after another,” Forbes says.

The first song they released was “I'm
Deaf” — which caught fire online, clocking
650,000 views on YouTube. Their follow-up
video, “Let’s Mambo,” in which Forbes is
seen rapping in a white suit and dancing with
Oscar winner and deaf icon Marlee Matlin
— she approached Forbes on Twitter after
reading an interview he gave on NPR — has
been viewed more than 300,000 times.

The success of Forbes’ videos eventually
led to a contract with Web Entertainment.
“People were digging it, and they were like,
‘You’re on to something here,”” Forbes says.
“They believed in what I was doing.”

When he’s not touring or laying down
tracks, Forbes co-manages his nonprofit, the
Deaf Professional Arts Network, or D-PAN,
which produces videos featuring deaf musi-
cians and translates popular songs into sign
language.

But, on the whole, Forbes sees himself less
as a deaf advocate than a liaison between two
cultures.

“Some people think of me as a deaf rapper,
but I like to think of myself as an entertain-
er,” he says. “There aren’t too many things
hearing and deaf people can enjoy together.
I'm one of those things.”

Indeed, Forbes is the first deaf hip-hop
artist to attract a sizable nondeaf following.
‘When he began touring in 2008, nearly all his
fans were deaf; these days, his audiences are
more or less equally divided between those
who can hear and those who can’t.

“Sean has really broken through across dif-
ferent audiences, and I think that’s because
the material we write is able to connect and
resonate with everybody,” Jake Bass says.
“This is something that’s just beginning.
It will grow and get bigger, because it’s an
inspiring story and something that needs to
be shared. We need more stories like this. T
mean, if a deaf guy can do music and write
great songs, what’s stopping anybody else
from doing what they want to do?”

Fall Out Boy

American Beauty/American Psycho
(Island)

It’s a good thing soulful emo-
core popsters Fall Out Boy broke
up, had lousy solo careers, and
reunited in time to save rock and
roll with their 2013 album, “Save
Rock and Roll.” That bust-up in-
vigorated the quartet to become
more adventurous  songwrit-
ers/arrangers than in the past.
“American Beauty/American
Psycho” is everything you could
want in a zealously frazzled, pop-
cultural-conscious Fall Out Boy
record, plus judicious samples of
“The Munsters” theme, Suzanne
Vega songs, disco and more.

From the steaming “The Kids
Aren’t Alright,” with its cutesy,
whistling hook, to the surf-rock-
ing sprint “Uma Thurman,” you
get the feeling that sensitive soul
man Patrick Stump and frenetic
pop-punk Pete Wentz have as
many kitsch chuckles up their
sleeves as they do wildly catchy
tunes. That’s not to say that the
album is silly. Jittery dance-
rawk cuts such as “Novocaine,”
the warmly fanboy-ish “Favorite
Record,” and the rolling loneli-
ness of “Twin Skeletons (Hotel
in NYC)” sound the trumpets for
poignant lyricism and tensely
emotive melodies.

— A.D. Amorosi
The Philadelphia Inquirer

Bjork
Vulnicura (One Little Indian)

On Bjork’s ninth album, “Vul-
nicura,” the microscope has been
turned inward on the Icelandic
musician, brutally chronicling
the dissolution of her relationship
with longtime partner, avant-
garde N.Y. filmmaker and sculp-
tor Matthew Barney. Through a
sumptuously orchestrated song
cycle, Bjork explores her fears,
frustrations, and despair at
watching the world she created
together with Barney (never of-
ficially mentioned by name in
the lyrics) crumble before her. As
the album unfolds, “Vulnicura”
proves to be one of the most ap-
proachable collections of songs
she has unleashed upon the pub-
lic since 2001.

— Ryan Lathan
PopMatters.com
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VIDEO GAMES

The freaks come
out at night

When the sun sets, the hunter becomes the

prey in standout survival game ‘Dying Light’

By MicHAEL DARNELL/Stars and Stripes

ome games end up better than their description on paper would

make them appear. “Shadows of Mordor” is a prime example, as

it was one the best games of 2014, despite it being summed up as
“Assassin’s Creed” with a Tolkien-inspired coat of paint.

Techland’s “Dying Light,” is much the same. This open-world, zombie,

parkour thriller is an amalgamation of well-worn elements that initially

looks like its developers designed it by throwing darts at a board labeled

“AAA game elements.”

Fortunately, the ingredients that went into the “Dying Light” come to-
gether more like a hearty stew than a pot of undercooked gruel.

The main ingredients are the basic plot
and setting that underpin “Dying Light.”
You play as government operative Kyle
Crane, who has been tasked to find a file
hidden in the zombie-quarantined city of
Harran.

As soon as his feet touch the ground,
Crane is nearly killed (some special opera-
tive, huh?) before being rescued by a group
of survivors who make up one of two major
factions vying for control of the ravaged
city. The faction’s leader is a parkour in-
structor, who teach-
es free running as a
method for survival,
and he passes that on
to Crane.

Zombies infest
Harran’s ground
level. In order to sur-
vive, Crane has to
learn to clamber up
over rooftops, shim-
my across ledges
and leap from several stories up without
dying.

This is where the game shines. Ever
since 2008’s “Mirror’s Edge,” gaming has
had a fascination with parkour. “Assassin’s
Creed” and “inFamous” have aped the dis-
cipline, but have usually boiled a complex
activity into “hold A and move the stick to
climb.”

“Dying Light” is much more akin to
“Mirror’s Edge,” in that you will feel like
your input affects what is happening on
screen. If you want to climb a ledge, you
have to manually look at the ledge, grab it
and vault over it. As you progress, more
complex moves become available. Toward
the end, leaping from rooftop to rooftop,
stringing together slides, rolls and grap-
pling-hook maneuvers becomes incredibly
satisfying.

As you complete tasks, kill zombies and
perform parkour stunts, you’ll gain experi-
ence points in one of three areas. Agility
points are gained by free running, sur-
vivor points are gathered by completing
missions and power is tied to your combat
prowess.

While “Dying Light” is basically one big

game of “the floor is lava,” combat is inevi-
table. As guns are rare in Harran, most of
the combat is of the hand-to-hand variety.

First-person melee combat can be tricky,
but Techland gets it mostly right here. Zom-
bies are only dangerous in swarms, but the
more-advanced “infected” will dodge your
attacks. Human enemies will block, kick
and attack from a distance and are usually
the deadliest monsters around. Not being
able to just spam attacks keeps the game
feeling fresh long after you’d normally get
bored with smashing zombies.

Melee weapons degrade over time (some-
times too quickly). To keep them working,
youw’ll have to open toolboxes, pick locks on
chests and dig through trash cans to find
crafting items. Most of these are used to
keep your weapons in fighting shape, but
you’ll also pick up blueprints for unique
weapons that you can assemble.

Customizable medkits are the main
source of healing, and they use some com-
ponents of one of the game’s most powerful
offensive weapons, the Molotov cocktail.
Often, players will have to choose between
a more offensive or defensive strategy, as
crafting items are common but not neces-
sarily found in abundance.

That scarcity ties into a central theme
of “Dying Light,” which is to avoid com-
bat whenever possible. This theme is ham-
mered home when night falls.

Daytime Harran is tough enough, with
innumerable zombies and scarce supplies,
but the city becomes downright frightening
when the sun sets. You will need to use your
flashlight or flares in order to see anything
as the world goes pitch black — and you're
going to want to be able to see.

Special zombies spawn after dark that
can move faster than you, can search you
out and will even climb after you. If they
spot you, they will pursue you relentlessly
and can kill you almost instantly.

Death in this game means you lose a
substantial amount of your survivor points,
but you accumulate more power and agil-
ity points during the nighttime.

This presents a great risk/reward sys-
tem that forces the player to make a choice
every night. Do you risk running a night-
time mission to gain more experience, or
do you bunk down in one of the safe zones
for the night? You will feel real-life tension
playing “Dying Light” in the dark, I guar-
antee it.

It’s too bad the main plot of “Dying
Light” doesn’t offer anything as emotion-
ally satisfying. As thrilling as the rest of
the game can be, the main story is like a
sad country song stuck in the middle of a
dance party playlist.

That’s not to say the depressing mo-
ments found in every post-apocalyptic sce-
nario are too weighty for the game. On the

When the sun sets in
Harran, fresh horrors come
about that change the way
you approach open-world
survival game “Dying Light.”

Entertainment

Overall grade: B

contrary, the major flaw is that there are
several points where the main plot tries to
cash emotional checks that the writing just
wasn’t able to afford.

For instance, a pivotal moment centers
on the death of a certain character. This
moment is supposed to be tragic, but comes
across as bewildering because Crane has
barely interacted with him. “I know he
meant a lot to you,” another character tells
Crane, but the player is more likely left
asking, “Who?” than feeling any sort of
emotion.

If the game’s storytelling revolved solely
on the main plot line, there would be no
real emotional weight to the game. Luckily,
through side missions you’ll come across
some stories that are, at times, macabre,
touching, hilarious and even genuinely gut-
wrenching.

Not only are these vignettes enjoyable,
but they give the player real motivation to
branch off from the main plot line.

I found that while the main story was al-
most comically bad, the rest of the game
more than made up for its deficiencies.
The parkour system applied to the game
is nearly flawless. The sense of terror and
unease, especially at night, never really re-
lents. It may be the first open-world game
that is legitimately scary.

Zombie games are a dime a dozen these
days, but “Dying Light,” stands out among
the crowd due to execution of its individ-
ual components that result in a game that
comes together perhaps better than it had
any right to.

Bottom line: B “Dying Light,” takes a
bunch of unoriginal ideas, mashes them
together and somehow creates an experi-
ence quite unlike any other game. It’s not
perfect, but it’s the first must-buy game of
2015.

Platforms: PC (reviewed), Xbox One,
PlayStation 4

Online: dyinglightgame.com

f Many more staff-written game reviews at stripes.com/military-life
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ACROSS

1 You may find it on
your hands or side

5 Use a scalpel on

9 “0.G. Original
Gangster’’
rapper

13 One connected with
the force?

17 Not as brazen

191t’s worth $200
in Monopoly

21 Princess of Power
from 1980s
cartoons

22 Get noticed

24 Wiped

25 DuVernay who
directed “Selma’’

26100%

27 Ring call, for
short

28 More hot

30 “Sounds about
right’”

321In stitches

34 Knocking

37 Load of money

38 Like some windows

40 Easily defeats,
in sports

42__ Vogue

44 F.K. probers

45 You may put stock
in it

46 Director Coen

47 Enterprise for
which a 14-year-
old Buffalo Bill
worked

51 0One of 15 until 1991:
Abbr.

52 “Baywatch” stars
often jogged in it

54 Brownie unit

55 Japanese “yes’’

§7__  Nova

(musical style)

60 Will, given the
chance

62 Ninny

63 Dickens heroine

64 Cold-climate
cryptid

66 End for an
organisation’s
name

67 Exploit a loophole,
say

71 Radio-knob abbr.

72 Switch off

74 Unjammed

75 Cable airer of
vintage films

76 Feeling low

78 Word between
two last names

79 Trouble

80 Conductor
announcements

82 Baloney

83 Newswoman Curry

85 Lean back and
enjoy the ride?

88 Jumbo-size

91 fide

92 A Giants giant

93 Pick out

96 Washington
landmark that
lent its name to a
Senate committee

98 Equally

101 Get the show on
the road

103 Pursued, as
perfection

104 Big bra feature

106 Sticks ina purse?

GUNSTON STREET

108 Rotten
110Little ___

111 Company also
known as 89 7
112 Lifesaver’s inits.
113 Facetious string?

115 Big fall from
the sky?
119 Large shrimp
120 Wavering wail
121 Like crayons
1220ne of the Ivies,
informally
123 Organization with
an Exalted Ruler
124 Aid in identifying
a bird
125 Insignificant

DOWN

1 Hero in a John Irving
best seller

2 “Eureka!” ”

3 Sainthood
prerequisite

41t was a dark period
for Poe

§ Short supply

6 *Like puberty
at age 16

7 Fatal ending?

8 *Biter in Niger

9 Following
behind

10 Specialty of
Industrial Light &
Magic, for short

11 Alphas might clash
over them

12 Buff

13 *One making the
rounds at a party,
perhaps

14 Having an
unfavorable
outlook

15 Blunder

16 Bit of hope

18 Bad recollection?

20 Tattooed

21 Alternatives to
cheddars

23 Peanut

29 Topmost part of
a face

31 Persevere

33 Drill sgts., e.g.

35 What buckets are
made in, for short

360b-__

391t may be a high
percent for the 1%

41 Football stat

43 Chinese- restaurant
assurance

45 Natl. Courtesy

onth

48 Disapproving (of)

49 Swank

50 “First spacecraft
to orbit a comet
(2014)

51 What always comes
in halves?

52 With 59-Down,
permanent ... or,
literally, a feature
of the answers to
the seven starred
clues

53 Cider server

56 Certain operatic
voices

58 Energize

59 See 52-Down

60 Symbol of equality,
briefly

.124

125

61 Ahab’s father

63 Randy types

65 Variety

68 Underwater trap

69 Flat-bottomed boat

70 Hank’s wife on
“Breaking Bad’’

73 *Car-dealership
option

77 Event with a
cantina, maybe

treatment

81 *Chooses in the end

84 Zombie Strike
SlingFire Blaster,
for one

86 Linear, informally

87 Amazon activity

88 Hurtful comments?

89 “Ridiculous!””

90 Agent 007,e.g.

91 Really involved

94 Long-reaching
weapon of yore

95 More delish

97 Bit of baby talk

98 What a general may
lead

99 *Goals for
underdogs

100“I'm such a
_ 7 (Klutz's
comment)

102 Givens on “Wheel
of Fortune”

105 Weightlifter’s
exercise

107 Went off

109 Yawn-inducing

113 Android runner,
often

114 Poet’s “prior to”
116 Arctic flier

117 Olympics host
after London

118 Spotlight hog

RESULTS FOR ABOVE PUZZLE

“Gunston Street” is drawn by Basil Zaviski. Email him at gunstonstreet@yahoo.com, and visit gunstonstreet.com.
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GADGETS & CHARTS

Products designed
to change your life

By Lou CarLozO
Tribune News Services

hile the pace of tech-
nological change can
be mind-boggling,
the ideas behind the
most innovative consumer prod-
ucts boil down to a few basic
questions: Will it make your life
easier? Does it solve a basic but
vexing problem? And definitely
this one: Will it inspire envy in

your friends?
Technology has produced some
great breakthroughs, though

some new wrinkles in the mar-
ketplace are so simple, youll
wish you’d thought of them your-
self. Here we present a few new
items that are in stores now or on
the way.

Smartphone that
outsmarts data diggers
After the Edward Snowden
leaks, privacy became a big deal
for Americans everywhere. Enter
the Blackphone, the first smart-
phone that keeps your data from
getting into anyone’s hands. Each
Blackphoneis built with PrivatOS,
a custom-designed operating sys-
tem that combines cryptology and
security technology with mobile
phone convenience. The makers
sound like crusaders when they
proclaim, “We believe that pri-
vacy is a right.” They also sound
like capitalists, as the Blackphone
sells for $629. But just think: If
certain disgraced politicians had
used a Blackphone, they might
still be in office ... which is either
a good thing or a very bad thing.

A lock that looks
after your bike

The ULOCK is perhaps the
most intelligent bike lock ever
invented. Developed by an Ital-
ian company, it works via smart-
phone app and does all sorts of
nifty things, from closing the
lock remotely if you forget to lock
up, to giving you a map location
so you remember where you've
parked. It should be available on-
line in the first half of 2015.

No more whining
over warm wine

The website Quirky is a crowd-
sourced hub that helps everyday
inventors bring their products to
life and sell them. And from there
comes Icecap. You place the Ice-
cap ($34.99) in the freezer, then
atop your wine glass like a fun-
nel; it cools any beverage by up
to 20 degrees in seconds. It will
not keep your hotheaded dinner
guests chilled, though you could
always dump some cooled wine
in their lap.

That’ll do, piggy bank,
that’ll do

Also on Quirky, the Porkfolio
is a piggy bank that works with
a smartphone. It wirelessly con-
nects to an app on your mobile de-
vice to track your balance and set
financial goals from afar. Its nose
lights up in celebration every
time a U.S. coin is inserted, and
it holds up to $100 in quarters. At
$20, it’s an ideal gift for the kid-
dos who — as with all things digi-
tal — will figure out how to work
it before you do.

The key to charging
your phone

A project successfully fund-
ed on Kickstarter as of Dec. 24
should bring this prototype phone
charger to the marketplace very
soon. The Plan V 9-volt battery
smartphone recharger is a dongle
you keep on your keychain. When
your phone quits, you click a 9-
volt battery onto it and get back
about four hours of talk time. It's
the first of its kind because unlike
other battery backups — which
must be recharged — Plan V will
always work so long as you carry
(or can buy) a 9-volt battery. Then
again, the upside is the downside,
too: You have to buy an actual bat-
tery or have them on hand. Now
all we need is for someone to in-
vent a 9-volt battery that snaps
onto your keychain.

GADGET WATCH

By GREGG ELLMAN
Tribune News Service

he HooToo TripMate Elite is a great new
'way to simplify the process of traveling.
I'm a fan of all-in-one devices, and this
5-in-1 unit moves to the top of my list. It
has an AC adapter for charging, a pair of USB
ports, built-in 6000mAh rechargeable battery,
Wi-Fi hotspots router and a wireless bridge. It can
even set up a personal cloud.

Given all that, you might think you’ll have to
carry abrick, but it’s really nicely portable —about
the size of an Apple laptop power adapter.

The USB ports let you charge a smartphone and
tablet simultaneously; there’s an ethernet port, In-
ternet indicator lights and a power button on the
outside.

After you download the TripMate app you can
set up the cloud, attach external devices for access
and storage, share music or videos, connect mul-
tiple devices to the Internet and bridge to existing
Wi-Fi connections for a better signal and greater
distances.

While this device is great for travel, it’s also
helpful for doing things at home, including stretch-
ing your home Wi-Fi to far-flung rooms.

Online: hootoo.com; $44.99

The new Qmadix ChargerLeash is so helpful, it
made me think it had a built-in babysitter.

The innovative charging cable charges your
device and makes sure you don’t leave the cable
behind — frequent travelers will appreciate this
feature.

Like other charging cables, there’s a USB con-
nector on one end; my testing sample had a light-
ning connection on the other end of the 4-foot cable
(they also sell one with a microUSB connection).

But what makes it unique is the small box in the
middle of the cable. A few seconds after discon-
necting your device, the box lets out a chirp to
alert you that it has indeed been disconnected.

The alert will remind you to retrieve your cable
if you forget, or if someone else has disconnected
your cable at a charging station.

Online: gmadix.com; $34.99

Phiaton Corp.’s BT 220 NC wireless
Bluetooth 4.0 noise-canceling earbuds
maintain their reputation for quality.

The earbuds have a futuristic ergo-
nomic design and 14.3mm drivers in each
ear to produce, as advertised, “pure and
accurate sound.” A big reason for this is
the active noise-cancellation technol-
ogy, which blocks 95 percent of ambient
background noise.

All the controls are packaged into a de-
vice that clips to your shirt. The device al-
lows you to pair it with your smartphone or
tablet and control the volume and mute. It
has a USB port, play/forward/back buttons
and it powers the earbuds on and off.

If your media is stored on a NFC-enabled

Wireless router a great travel companion

HooToo/TNS

The 5-in-1 HooToo TripMate Elite has an AC
adapter for charging, a pair of USB ports, built-in
6000mAh rechargeable battery, WiFi hotspots
router and wireless bridge. It’s also portable.

Bluetooth device, you can use the BT 220 NC’s tap-
to-pair NFC technology.

There’s also a built-in microphone to use for
hands-free calls. The internal battery should sup-
port 16 hours of calling time, about 17 hours of
music listening (volume levels can affect this) and
300 hours of standby.

If the battery runs out and an immediate charge
can’t be found, use the included audio cable for a
direct connection.

Online: phiaton.com; $160.55

The Pelican ProGear rugged 80QT Elite Cooler
will make you wish for summer even more than
you already are amid a mid-February chill.

The cooler’s wheels are designed for tough
terrain — it's even been certified bear-resistant
— but it also works great for just wheeling out to
the pool.

Its eight heavy-duty wheels and extended pull
handle, not to mention its rather steep price, make
it the Cadillac of coolers.

Included is a built-in bottle opener, lid-integrat-

ed fish scale and raised anti-

174 skid feet.
s Online: pelican.com;
$494.95
i -~ w—
® -" "
AN PeLican/TNS

ITUNES MUSIC

Top 10 albums on the iTunes Store
for Feb.

1.1989," Taylor Swift

2. “x," Ed Sheeran

3. “In the Lonely Hour,” Sam Smith

4. “Reflection,” Fifth Harmony

5. “Fifty Shades of Grey,” (original mo-
tion picture soundtrack), various artists
6. “Now That's What | Call Music,” ..,
various artists

7. “Handwritten,” Shawn Mendes

8. “Full Speed.” Kid Ink

9. “American Beauty/American Psy-
cho,” Fall Out Boy

10. “Wallflower,” Diana Krall

— Compiled by TNS

SPOTIFY MUSIC

The most streamed tracks on Spotify
from Feb. 2-8:

1. Mark Ronson, “Uptown Funk”

2. Ed Sheeran, “Thinking Out Loud”

3. Maroon 5, “Sugar”

4. Hozier, “Take Me To Church”

5. Ellie Goulding, “Love Me Like You
Do” — from the “Fifty Shades Of Grey”
soundtrack

6. The Weeknd, “Earned It” (Fifty
Shades Of Grey) — from the “Fifty
Shades Of Grey” soundirack

7. Flo Rida, “GDFR” (feat. Sage The
Gemini and Lookas)

8. Sam Smith, “I'm Not The Only One”
9. Usher, “I Don’t Mind *

10. Big Sean, “I Don’t F— With You”

— Compiled by The Associated Press

ITUNES MOVIES

Top 10 movies downloaded
from the Tunes Store for Feb. 11:

1. “Nightcrawler”
2. “John Wick”

3. “Horrible Bosses
2 (Extended Cut)”
4. “The Theory of
Everything”

5. “Fury”

“Gone Girl"
“The Homesman,”
“The Judge”
0. “Birdman”

Zo®mNo

— Compiled by TNS

VIDEO GAMES

Game Informer rank the Top 10
PlayStation 3 games for February:

“life is Strange Episode One
Chrysalis”

“Resident Evil HD Remaster”
“Saints Row: Gat Out of Hell”
“Dragon Age: Inquisifion”
“Middle-earth: Shadow of Mordor”
“Far Cry 4"

“Kingdom Hearts HD 2.5 Remix”
8. “Game of Thrones: Episode One
— Iron From lce”

9. “litfleBigPlanet 3"

10. “Resogun”

NoOORWN | —

— Compiled by TNS

APPS

Top 5 new paid apps for Feb. 11:
ANDROID

1. SpongeBob: Sponge on the Run
2. Speeskeud With Spritz

3. Anime Studio Story

4. Adventure Time Game Wizard
5. HOOK

Top 5 paid apps for Feb. 11:
APPLE

1. Trivia Crack (ad free)

2. Minecraft — Pocket Edition
3. Heads Upl

4. Five Nights at Freddy's 2
5. Afterlight

— Compiled by TNS
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BUSINESS/WEATHER

Government gives Apple Pay a boost

By JuLia Love
San Jose Mercury News (TNS)

PALO ALTO, Calif. — Apple
Pay has won the federal govern-
ment’s stamp of approval.

Speaking at the White House
Summit on Cybersecurity and
Consumer Protection on Friday,
Apple CEO Tim Cook announced
that Apple Pay may soon be used
for some transactions with the
federal government, including
federal payment cards and ad-
mission to national parks. In a
fact sheet detailing the program
the White House d its

JerF CHiu/AP

Apple CEO Tim Cook speaks

Friday at the White House

Summit on Cyberseclnty
and C

commitment to promoting secure
payment technology. Cook said
that completing store transac-
tions with Apple Pay, a payment
system built into the latest Apple
gadgets that transmits a unique
token rather than a user’s credit
card number, is safer than simply
swiping a credit card.

“This is another product where
security wasn’t an afterthought,”
he said.

Stanford, Callf.

Cook’s announcement came
during a summit at Stanford Uni-
versity that brought together lead-
ers from Washington and Silicon
Valley to discuss how to boost
cybersecurity. Cook said security
was part of the reason the com-
pany developed Apple Pay, which
lets people with the iPhone 6 and

6 Plus buy items in stores by wav-
ing their phones and also allows
for in-app purchases.

Since the service debuted in
October, it has been accepted by a
growing number of retailers. Ana-
lyst Patrick Moorhead of Moor In-
sights and Strategy predicted that
the federal government’s approval
will redouble Apple’s momentum
in the mobile payments space.

“This is really a big deal as it
gives Apple access to the mil-
lions of federal employees, but
more importantly, the billions of
Americans who pay federal insti-
tutions,” he wrote in an email.

Aneesh Chopra, former U.S.
Chief Technology Officer, said
the move signals the federal gov-
ernment is modernizing how it
interacts with citizens.

“I think this is a broader shift
toward better digital services,
which has been a priority for the
president from day one,” said
Chopra, who is co-founder and
executive vice president at Hunch
Analytics.

WEATHER OUTLOOK

|____EXCHANGE RATES |

Military rates
Euro costs (Feb. 16)

During a conference featuring
many calls for public-private part-
nerships to boost cybersecumy,
Cook offered up a fresh
He stressed that government and
the private sector must work to-
gether to stamp out cyberattacks
— and the stakes are high.

“If those of us in positions of re-
sponsibility fail to do everything
in our power to protect the right
of privacy, we risk something far
more valuable than money,” he
said. “We risk our way of life.”

"
(Military exchange rates are those
avallable fo customers atmiltary banking
facilities in the country of issua

for Japan, South Korea, Germany,

Feb. 13,2015 Nathirands and the United Kingdom. For
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.¢.,
Dow Jones 46.97 purchasing British pounds in Germany),
industrials check with your local military banking
18,019.35 facility. Commercial rates are interbank
rates pmvl(?lefd for referefnce when buying
Nasd. currency. All figures are forel urrencues
asdad 36.22 to one dollar, except for the British pound,
composite 4,893.84 which is represented in dollars to pound,

N . and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.)
ooy ol | INTEREST RATES |
Poors 500 096,99

' Prime rate

Discount rate
Russell 6.87 Federal funds market rat
2000 1,223.13 i

30-year bond .

Riyadh
83/58

o

SUNDAY IN THE MIDDLE EAST
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ﬁ ™
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SUNDAY IN EUROPE

Pacific
y Ocean
Mi
35/25@
1| o
] _ Seaof JAPAN(
%- S. KOREA Japan 57 Tokyo
san Busan HM; 49/37
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- 83/76
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< Philippine
Sea

- Arabian Sea ORTUEAL- SPAIN 7
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66/53
Jhw Rota- The weather is provided by the
= B9l44 American Forces Network Weather Center,
2nd Weather Squadron at Offutt Air Force Base, Neb
Sunday’s US temperatures
City Hi Lo  Wthr Chattanooga 29 21  PCldy FortWayne 5 3 Cir Louisville 24 13 PCIdy Pocatello 52 29 PCldy SiouxCity 19 13 Cldy
Abilene, Tex 61 35  Cldy Cheyenne 3 22 Cldy Fresno 74 47 Cir  Lubbock 65 25  PCldy PortlandMaine 18 -2  Snow Sioux Falls 19 13 Snow
Akron, Ohio 3 8 cir  Chicago 11 3 snow Goodland 40 21 cldy Macon 45 2 Cir PortlandOre. 57 40  PCldy SouthBend 6 2 cir
Albany,N.Y. 10 -11 Snow  Cincinnati 13 4 CIr  Grand Junction 57 9 PCldy Madison 8 0 Cir Providence 21 -3 Snow 48 28 Clr
Albuquerque 68 36 PCldy Clevelan: 3 7 Clr  Grand Rapids 5 -8 Cir  Medford 63 37 cir 50 24 Cldy springfieldl 16 9  Cldy
AlentownPa. 14 2 Snow ColoradoSprings 49 23 Cldy GreatFall 44 24 Cldy Memphis 325 clay RaleighDurham 29 13 cir sp,.ngf.emm 24 16 Cldy
Amarillo 46 21 Cldy ColumbiaSC. 38 22 Clr Green Bay 4 0 Snow MiamiBeach 757 oir Rapid ity 43 2 cldy 0 11 cir
Anchorage 36 32 Snow Columbus,Ga. 46 29 Clr  Greensboro,N.C. 27 12 Clr Midland-Odessa 77 41  PCldy 64 33 clr 'ranahassee 56 36 cir
Asheville 24 15 cir Columbus,Ohio 8 -2 Cir  Harrisburg 12 3 Cir Milwaukee 1 Cldy  Richmond 24 9 CIr Tampa o8 a7 Cir
Atlanta 8 27 Cir Concord,NH. 15 -6  Snow HartfordSpgfid 17 -7 Cir Mpls-St Paul 10 6  Snow Roanoke 19 13 CIr Toledo 2 8 i
Atlantic City 73 Cir CorpusChristi 73 63  Cldy Helena 47 26 Cldy Missoula 43 23 Cldy Rochester 2 7 snow qooad 0 11 cly
Austin 71 51 Cldy DallassFtWorth 53 37  Cldy Honolulu 78 62 PCldy Mobile 54 43 cir  Rockford 9 0 cIr omeon 8 s cly
Baltimore 17 2 CIr  Dayton 7 0 Clr  Houston 72 57 Cldy Montgomery 45 31 CIr  Sacramento 71 46 Clr Tulsa 34 Cldy
Baton Rouge 65 50 Cr DaytonaBeach 60 38 Clr Huntsville 32 24 PCldy Nashville 25 17 Cldy Stlouis 1714 Snow oS3 3 % pold
gillings 46 21 Cldy 24 cldy Indianapolis 13 5 Cldy NewOrleans 63 55  PCldy StPetersburg 67 52 clr g o a0 o
Birmingham 38 25  PCldy DesMolnes 136 cldy JacksonMiss. 50 37  PCldy NewYorkCity 17 1  Snow StThomas 84 74 Rain \Wach, v
Bismarck 27 16 cldy Detroit 0 5 clr Jacksonville 51 36 cl 17 1 Snow Salem,Ore. 56 36  pcldy \WashingtonDC. 19 8 clr
Boise 54 32 Cir Duluth 6 2 snow Juneau 40 34 Rain  NorfolkVa. 25 14 Clr SaltLakeCity 55 33 cir W.PaimBeach 72 56 cir
oston 21 1 snow ElPaso T a7 Cldy Kansas City 19 9 Cldy NorthPlatte 38 19 Cldy San Angelo 6 37 cldy Wichita 28 16 Snow
Bridgeport 17 -4 Snow Elkins 4 12 Cir  Key West 70 61 Cir OklahomaCity 35 23 Cldy SanAntonio 72 55  Cldy WichitaFalls 45 29 Cldy
Brownsville 75 67 Cldy Erie 4 10 snow  Knoxville 2 17 PCldy Omaha 17 13 Cldy SanDiego 75 54 cir - Wilkes-Barre 7oAl snow
Buffalo -5 -12 Snow Eugene 53 37  PCldy LakeCharles 65 56 cldy Orlando 69 42 Clr  SanFrancisco 70 53 clr  Wilmington,Del. 15 4 cir
Burlington,Vt. 3 12 Snow  Evansville 19 12 Cldy Lansing 2 -9 Clr  Paducah 2 15 Snow  San Jose 74 47 Clr  Yakima 54 31 Clr
CaribouMaine 5 -2 Snow Fairbanks 21 10 Cldy LasVegas 78 53 Cir  Pendleton 53 3 Clr SantaFe 64 30  PCldy Youngstown 59 cir
Casper 40 20  Cldy Fargo 14 3 snow Lexington 19 9 PCldy Peoria 13 7 cldy StSteMarie -4 -7 cir

Charleston,S.C. 39 24 cir - Flagstaff 62 28 cir Lincoin 21 13 Cldy Philadelphia 151 Cir Savannah 44 26 Cir  National temperature extremes

CharlestonW.Va. 15 0  Snow 4 13 Cir Little Rock 35 23 Cldy Phoenix 8 56  PCldy Seattle 56 41  PCldy Hi:Fri., 92, Santa Ana, Calif.

CharlotteN.C. 31 18 o Fortsmitn 35 24 Cldy LosAngeles 8 Cir Pittsburgh 2 -8  snow Shreveport 49 36 PCldy Lo:Fri., -30, Watertown, N.Y.
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SCOREBOARD

Sports
on AFN

Go to the American Forces
Network website for the most
up-to-date TV schedules.

myafn.net
College baseball

Friday’s scores

quTH
Alabama 6, UMI
Arkansas 11, North Dakota 4
Ausnn LPeay 15, Nlagara 7
Berry 5, Emory & Hen

ry y 3
B\uefleld South vs. Asbury, ced.
Bryan 6-10, Cornerstone
Central Michigan 2, Plorida Gulf Coast

Charleston Southern 8, Chicago st. 1
Cincinnati 3, Miami, ORi
Comat Carhina & 0% Bominion o
inSallege of Charleston 6, South Caro-

in

Concordia (il at Union Ky, ccd.
avenport at Georgetown (K. ced.

avidson 5, Appalachian

elaware 3, Georgetown

ast stroudsbsurg & Felician 5

Eion 1

Ers| \em |nt§mancnal 1

Florida 5. Rhods ISland o
lorida A&M 4, Marshall 3

lorida Atlantic 16, UConn 5

lorida St. 7, Oakland 3
Freed-Hardéman 9, Central Method-

Georgia Tech 17, St. John's
ndiana (Pa) 3-7, Winston-Salem 1-17

indiana St. 11, Louisiana-Monroe 6
ackson St. 6, Texas-Pan Amencan 5
ames Madlson 5, Buffa

n o9, Gardner -Webb 6

dson <m )t Mm igan, ced.

entucky 11, Bal

e Moyne 8, meest e 3
enoir-Rhyne 10, Tusculum 9
ipscomb 9, Butler

ongwood 8, Hnmessce Tech2
DUISV\”E 5 Alabama St.
arvaroue at Campbellsville, ccd.
aryland 7, Western Kentucky
aryville (Mo.) 9, Trevecca Nazarene

ercer 9, Virginia Tech1

\4|5$|55va| S Witam & Mary 4

Mississippi St. 6, Cincinnati 2
_Greensboro 12, High Point 8

C State 14, Villanova 5

ewberry 5, Lincoln Memorial 3, 10 in-

ning:
North Carolina 7, Seton Hall 1
, SIU-Edwardsville 6
DEIemorpe 9,NYU 3
Oklahoma 6, Notre Dam
. olwet Nazarene 2, Rethel (Tenn.) 1, 8
in
"Oral Roberts 3, Memphus 1
Pittsburgh 18, Sai nt Louis 1
SE Louistana 5. Lou
South Florida 3,.cal state Fu\lermn 1
Southern Miss 7, Murray
Slony Brook 6, Nicholls s

Tenn.-Martin 1, Texas-Pan Amer\can 0
The cnade\ 5, Air Force 3
UCF 4, Siena 1

Vanderbit 4, Santa Clara 0
VCU 6, Georgetown
Virginia 3, East Carolina 1
VMI 3, North Florida 1
Wake Forest 3, Baiaware 2
West Virginia 2, Clemson 0
Wisconsin-Milwaukee 10, Mame 0
Wofford 8, Boston College 4
Wright St. 1. Belmont 7
avier 5,

Angelo St. 7, Lubbock chnsuan 1
Bay \or 8, Cal P
las 7, Hardln S\mmons
Dallas Bageet 15, Monmouth 1
Houston 9, Minnes
Houston Baptist 13, Prairie View A&M

1llinois 5, New Mexico St. 1, mmnmgs
Missouri St. 7, Texas-Arling

Nevada 13, Abilene chrstan >

, Texas A&M-Kingsville

59
Notre Dame 7, SIU- Edwardsvi\le 6
Oklahoma 6, Notre Dam
Southwestorn 7. Concordia (Austin) 5
lephen F. Austin 4, Washington St. T
MU0

exas 3, Ric
exas A&M 19 Holy Cross 2

‘exas-San Antonio 8, Louisiana-Lafay-
te

ett
Texas Tech 9, San FranCISCO 7
UC Davis 10, Texas St.
UTSA 8, Louisiana-| i, ayett
Way3|and Baptist 5-7, SAmerica Naz-
aren:

Crelghton 5, €80 Bakersield o
uke 7, California 1

Fre no St. 5, UC Irvme4

Gonzaga 3, Utah Valle

Grand Canyon 6, North bakota st. 3

Indiana 4, Stanford 2

Loyola Marymount 5, San Jose st. 2

.11, Saint Mary’s 1
ne 9, Pepperdine 3
et b oriand 1
UC Santa Barbara 8, BYU 1
UCLA 14, Hofstra

Utah 6, Sacramento St. 4
Washington 5, Pacific 2

College basketball

Friday's men’s scores

AST
Albany (NY) 65, NJ T 59

, Brown 6

Quinnipiac 60, Fairfield 59
Rider 60, Canisius 59

St. John Fisher 97, Houghton 65

ci
Yale 75, Penn 48

H
Kentucky Christian 99, Welch 80
Rhodes 72, Oglethorpe 57

Augustana (SD) 92, SW Minnesota St.
Crown (Minn.) 98, Bethany Lutheran
7

Detroit 66, Cleveland St. 65
Kent St. 76, Toledo 75, OT
Mary 75, Bemidji St. 66
. Minn. St.-Moorhead 89, Minn. Duluth

Minn.-Morris 65, Martin Luther 58
Minot St. 69, Minn.-Crookst
Northwestern (Minn.) 58, Northland

St Cloud St. 92, Northern St. (SD) 81
er lowa 86, Concordia (St.P.) 84
paraiso 63, Green Bay 59

wayne (Neb.) 73, Sioux Falls 50

Winona St. gs. inn. St.-Mankato 66

Angelo St. 85, S. Dakota Mines 51
Incarnate Word 77, Cent. Arkansas 67

EE
35

FAI
Arizona 86, Washingtol

o o1 J0 MW Chriatian 66
Corban 65, E. Oregon 64

Warner Pacific 94, Evergreen st 7s
Washington St 7

Concordia (Ore.) 68, Northwest U. 60

AP Top 25 Men’s schedule

day’s games
No. 5 Wisconsin vs. lllinois
No. 7 Arizona at Washington State
No. 11 Utah vs. California
No. 13 Northern lowa at Missouri
State

Friday’s women’s scores

EAST
Baruch 78, Staten Island 63
Brooklyn 72, Medgar Evers 25
Columbia 59, Harvard 43
Cornell 66, Dartmouth 46
Fairfield 61, Canisius 58
Lehman 83, York (NY) 60
NYU 69, Case Reserve 52
Nazareth 70 Ul
Penn 61, Yal
Princeton 86. Bro 58
Rider 65, Monmouth (NJ) 55
St. John Fisher 58, Hougmon 42
Villanova 63, Butler
William Smith 55, Bard 42
Xavier 60, Georgetown 55

Berea 92, Kentucky Christian 40
Delaware 61, William & Mary
Hofstra 69, Coll. of Charleston 57
Rhodes 68, Oglethorpe 51

Augustana (SD) 84, SW Minnesota St.
Bethany Lutheran 62, Crown (Minn.)
51

Drake 87, N, low:

It St 74 inais st. 65

Mary 55, Bemid)i S

Minn. St. (Moorhead) 68, Minn. Duluth
59

.-Morris 77, Martin Luther 56
M\ssoun St. 69, Bradley 61
Northwestern '(Minn.y 71, Northland

s. lllinois 62, Evansville 53
Se tonH Il 81, DePaul 80
St t. 61, Northern st (sD) 59
St Johi's 64, Marquet
Scholastica 75,
(Minn.) 59
Upper lowa 88, Concordia (St.P) 79
Wayne (Neb.) 76, Sioux Falls 74
Wichita St. 54, Loyola of Chicago 55

Arhngmn Bapnst 83 McMurry 81, 20T
S. D a st. 56 Oral Roberts 5:

Colorado 72, washmgton St.51

North Central

Utah 69, Washmgton 61
ON
Minn. St. (Mankatc) 71. Winona St. 66

AP Women’s Top 25 schedule

No.
No.

z

0. 6 Tennessee vs. No. 10 Kentucky
NL) 7 Florida State at Virginia
No. 8 Oregon State vs. Arizona
inNo. 9 Lousville vs. No. 17 North Caro-
ina
No. 12 Arizona State at Oregon
No. 13 Mississippi State vs. Florida
No. 14 lowa vs. India
No. 19 Stantord v, UCLA
No. 20 George Washington vs. St. Bo-
naventure
No. 22 Nebraska vs. Wisconsin
No. 23 Syracuse at Virginia Tech
No. 25 South Florida at East Carolina

ennis

Memphis Open

Friday
At The Racquet Club of Memphis
phis, Tenn.
Furse‘ sssn 070 (w‘rzso)
Hard-indoo

Quarlerﬁn als
Donald Youi ted States, def. Ber-
nard Tomic, Austraha 7-6 (8), 4
KeviT Arderson (35, South Africa, def.
steve Johnson (@, United States, ¢4, 6-

Kei Nishikori (1), Japan def Austin
Krajicek, United States,

arm ubrrey, United Stats, daf, John
Isner (3, United] States 76 (3), 76 2).

Doubles
Quarterfinals
FrRenere.  poland, and
sannago Gonzaies (4), Mexico, 200 sa
lamln Becker and Dominik Meffert Ger-

Artem Sitak, New Zealand, and Donald
Young, United States, def. Eric gutorac,
UMY States, and Rajee Ram (3, U

ed States, 6-3, 7-5.

Brazil Open

N _Frlda{,_
At Ginasio do Ibirapuera
ao Paulo
Purse: ssosfess (WT250)
Surface: CI a{-omdnor
s

Quan
Luca _Vanni, i def Dusan Lajovic,
Serbla 7-6(5),7-6 (‘/4)
0 Souza, Brazil, def. Leonardo May-
er (B Argen ina, 6-4, 3-6, 6-3.
Pablo Cuevas'(5), Uruguay, def. Nico-
las Almagro, Spain, 7-6 (6), 3-6, 6-2.
antiago Giraldo (6), Colombia, def.
Fabio Fognini (3);ltaly. 76 (4), 7-5.

Q

aolo Lorenzi, Italy, and  Diego
Schwanzman Ardentina, def. Pablo An.
duljar. Spain, and Oliver Marach, Austria,

tiantsk cermak and Jiri Vesely,

zech Republic, def Andre Sa and Joao
Souza Brazil, 6-3, 6-

Diamond Games
Friday
At Antwerpse Sponpalels
ntwet

¥
500 (Bremier)
Surface: Hard-Indoor

gles
arterfis

Karolina Pllsknva (8) Czech Republic,

def(L)ucle safarova (4), Czech Republic,

Cala Siarez Navarro (5). Spain, def.
Francesca Schiavone, Italy, 6-

Bbora ZaRlavova. Siiyeova,. Czech
Rezpublwc, def. Mona Barthel, Germany,

, def.

drea_Petkovic (3), German;
-6(2),

Domlnlka Cibulkova (6), Slovakia,

Darija JurakQCroaha 2 Laura Siege-
mund, Germany, def. Lyudmyla Kichenok
and Nadiya Kichenok, Ukraine, 7-6 (4),

World Tournament

At Ahoy sta'?lum

Rotterdam, lands
purse: 131 mi 00)
face: Hard Indoor

Ies

Tomas Berdyeh (G esech Republic,
def, Gael ontls, Erance, 6-1. 6.4,

Gilles ), France, def. Andy
MUY (1 Btin b4, 6

Stan wawnnka (@), Switzerland, det.
Gilles Muller, Lt 7-6 (3), 6-3.

\ii0s Raonic (z), anada, det Seraiy
stakhovsky, Ukrameb -6, 6-3, 6-4.
oubles’

Quarterfinals
Andre Begemat, Germany, and Robin
Haase, Netherlands, def. Marcel Granol-
lers and Marc Lopez (), Spain, 7-5, 4-6,

College hockey

Fnday's scnres

Boston U6, New Hampshire 3
Maine 4, Merrimack 3
Northeastern 5, UConn 0
Mass-Lowell 3, UMass 3. OT
ermont 3, Boston College 2, O
Darmoutis. ormel 3
Rarvard 4, Cojgate 1
Princeton 2, Clarkson 1
Utica 3, Elmira 2
uinnipiac 2, St. Lawrence 1

rown
Yale 2, Union (NY) 0
Bentiéy 3, Sacred Heart 1
Holy Cross 3, RIT 1
Mercyhurst 5, Niagara 2
Army 2, Canisiue 1

Ohio st. 2, Wlsconsm L

Bow ng Srscr 4, Forris St

L chorastieat |
Bt ST N Michigan o
" Ala.-Huntsville 1, Lake Superior St. 1,

Notre Dame 2, Providence 0

W. Michigan 2, Neb.-Omaha 1

Air FOrce 9, American International 3
Miami (Ohlo) 3, Colorado College 1

World Championships

Friday
At Beaver Croek, col |
Men's Giant Slal
Ted Ligety, United States, 2:34.16
(@:15.45-1:1878),
arcel Hirscher, Austria, 2:34.61
(1:15.18-1:19.43).
. Alexis Pinturault, France, 2:35.04
:15.41-1:19.63).
Felix Neureuther Germany, 2:35.26
(1:15.41-1:19.85).
2:35.39

Matts _Qlsson Sweden,
: 5 66-1:19.
Roberto Nani Italy, 2:35.57 (1:15.36-
Victor Muffat-Jeandet,

2:35.71 (1:16.00-1:19.7
: Florian Eisath, |ta|y, 2:35.93 (

France,
6.64-

;’\rr; Jltlchf United States, 2:36.04

ipp | Schoerghofer, - Austria,
D38 (1 10215
a é Calrlo anka‘ Switzerland, 2:36.39
Dustin_ Cook, Canada, 2:36.42
(1 Eo0oLi3s! 82).
Henrik * Kristoffersen, Norway,
2:3 59 (1:15.98-1:20.61).
« f"zcus Sandell, Finland, 2:36.89
Dopfer, Germany, 2:37.01
(1 .42).
a Zubcic, Croatia, 2:37.02

Davide Simoncelli, Italy, 2:37.05
a: 532 1:20.73).
Philp,

Trevor
aommy Ford, United States, 2:37.62

Canada,
2:3 Al(l 17.62-1:

StEf?erLulll. Germany, 2:37.83
Samu Torsti, Finland, 2:37.89
OB Bown, Canada, 2:37.99
et Kryal, Czech Republic,
a SA(%\lovggrl\; Borsottl, Italy, 2:38.35

5. Gino Caviezel, Switzerland, 2:38.41

(1:17.20-1:21.21).

nan Ruble, United States,
. Elia Zurbr'\ en,

2:3f 65(1‘17 53-1:21.

rik Réad, Canada, 2:38.73 (1:18.26-

9. Davld Chodounsky, United States,

2:38.90 (1
st Mo er, Switzerland, 2:38.95

:18.11-1:20.84).

Friday’s transactions

Switzerland,

.eague Baseball
oFFIcE OF 1HE coMMlsslnNER OF
BASEBALL — pen Bay
OF Spencer Edwargs (Bowlmg Parean.
MWL) and Cleveland OF Brian Ruiz (Lake

second positive test for a drug of abuse
in violation of the Minor League Drug
Prevention and Treatment Program.
American League
CHICAGO WHITE SOX — Agreed to
terms with RHP Matt Albers on a minor
league contract.

S CITY ROYALS — Agreed to
terms with RHP Greg Holland on a one-
year contract and with RHP Joe Blanton
on a minor league contract. Purchased
the contract of RHP Derek Gordon from
Kansas City (A

INERS — Agreed to terms
with INF-OF Rickie Weeks on a one-year
contract. Designated LHP Edgar Olmos
for assignment.
National League

ARIZONA DIAM( BACKS — Agreed
to46rma With RHp Addison Reed on a
one-year contract,

RAVES — Announced the
resignation of minor league hitting co-
ordinator Ronnie Ortegano. Agreed to
ferms with OF Eric Young J’ on a minor
league contra

CINCINNATI REDS — Agreed to terms
with LHP Aroldis Chapman on a one-
contract. Announced LHP Ismael Guillon
cleared waivers and was sent outright to
Louisville (IL).

HOUSTON ASTROS — Agreed to terms
with LHP Joe Thatcher on a minor league
contract.

National Football League
ATLANTA FALCONS - Signed LB Allen

"CLEVELAND BROWNS — Termmated
an

WBOYS — Signed LB Cam-
eron Lawrence and DT Davon Coleman.
ICOS — Named Marc Lu-
bick assistant wide recelvers coach and
Samson Brown as assistant defensive
backs coach.

nal HockeY
CAROLINA HURRIGANES. ~Recalled D
Mlchal Jordan from Charlcn (AHL).
ORS — Recalled F
vikior Stalberg o Miwaukes (AHL).
Reassigned D Taylor Aronson to Milwau-

e.
NEW JERSEY DEVILS — Reassigned G
Maxime Clermont from Albany (AHL) to

Orlando (ECHL).

CER
Major Leagae Soc
NEW VORK RED BULLS — Walved MF
Eric Stevenson.
SPORTING KANSAS CITY — Signed MF
Soni Mustivar.

Pebble Beach

PGA Tour

Fri

At p-Pebble Beach Golf Links

16 yards, par 72
meMonterey Peninsula

Shore Course (6,8: r rds, Tar 11)

t s snyglass Hill Golf Club

(6,953 yards, par 72)
Pehhl

Charlie Beljan
Michael Putnam
Chez Reavie

S52R8

illy Horschel

Chesson Hadley

Jon

Nick Watney

Jim Furyk

Pat Perez

Jason Day

Daniel Summerhays
. Hen

B

Spencer Levin
Greg Chalmers

6
ee Kim 7
Derek Fathauer 6

Australian Ladies Masters

Gold Coasl, Australia
Purse:
vardage. sasez, Par: 73

(a am_ateur)
Rebecca Artis, Australia

CHariey Hull England ¥
Choi Eun-woo, South Korea -
Holly Clyburn, England -
Gwladys Nocera, France

Cheng Su-chia, Taiwan
Breanna Eliiott, Australia -
a-Rebecca Kay, Australia -
Oh Su-hyun, Australia -
a-Hannah Green, Australia

Katherine Kirk, Australia
Melissa Reid, Englan

Jang Su-bin, South Korea
Lorie Kane, Canada

Amy Boulden, Wales
Florentyna Parker, England
a-Jiwon Jeon, Australia
Sydney Cox, United States
Valentine Derrey, France
Marion Rlcordeau, France
Felicity Johnson, England
Christine Wolf, Aust

CEe Anne pace, Souti Africa
Alison Whitaker, A
Chien Pei-yun, Tai
Gamilla Lennarth, Sweden

ACE Group Classic
cl

Yardage: 7,193; Par 72
First Round
Colin Montgomeri
Tommy Armour I1l
ce Janzen
Kirk Triplett
Bobby Wadkins

Fuzzy Zoeller 36-35-71 -1

Thailand Classic
PGA Eumpean Tour
ay
At Black Mnlmlam Golf Club

‘Seto

Miguel Angel Jimenez, ﬁain

Kiradech Anhmamrat. Thailand
cott Hend, Aust

Thongcha, aides. Thalland

Richard T. Lee, Can:

S Lowis Evang

Viatthew Baidwin, England

Johan Carlsson, Swede;

Michael Hoey

Alex Noren, Sweden

Jeunghun Wang, South Korea

Wade Ormsby, Austral

Rikard Karlberg, Sweden

Carlos Pigem,

Gregory Havret, France 69—68—137
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SPORTS BRIEFS/SKIING

Briefly

Davis, Richardson
earn gold medals

The Associated Press

HEERENVEEN, Netherlands
— American Shani Davis won his
first major title in four years on
Saturday, edging Pavel Kulizh-
nikov of Russia by 0.04 seconds to
win the 1,000 meters at the world
speedskating championships.

Heather Richardson made it
an even better day for the Ameri-
cans, leading a U.S. one-two when
she beat Brittany Bowe in the 500
meters.

The 32-year-old Davis peaked
at the right time this season to win
the fourth 1,000 title of his career,
four years after his last one.

“I needed something to show
me I still have what it takes,” said
Davis, who had a lackluster sea-
son and a disastrous Sochi Olym-
pics one year ago. “I was crying I
was so happy.”

The two-time former Olympic
1,000 champion and world re-
cord-holder crossed in 1 minute,
8.57 seconds in the tight event.
Local favorite Kjeld Nuis took
bronze, 0.12 seconds behind the
American.

Richardson and Bowe contin-
ued their duel for gold on the ice of
the Thialf oval. On Friday, Bowe
had beaten her compatriot over
1,000 but this time there was no
stopping Richardson. The sprint
specialist won both series of the
500, with Bowe taking second in
each race. Overall, Nao Kodaira
of Japan took bronze.

Sven Kramer continued his
overwhelming domination of the
5,000 meters, winning his sixth
world speed skating title by beat-
ing his Dutch archrival Jorrit
Bergsma.

In the 1,000, American Shani
Davis won his fourth world
gold, edging Russia’s Pavel
Kulizhnikov

Douwe de Vries made ita Dutch
triple by taking bronze. It was the
second gold medal for Kramer in
as many days after he anchored
the Netherlands to team gold late
Friday.

The Olympic champion over the
distance finished in 6 minutes,
9.65 seconds, the fastest time ever
skated at sea level. Bergsma had
the best intermediate time early
on but Kramer used his massive
long stride to make the difference
over the final laps for a margin of
1.88 seconds.

In the one major upset of the
day, the Japanese women’s pur-
suit team beat Olympic champion
the Netherlands in a tight final.
Russia took bronze.

In other winter sports:

W Sara Takanashi of Japan
‘warmed up for the world champi-
onships with a women’s ski jump
victory on Saturday at Ljubno,
Slovenia, that also kept alive her
chances of defending the overall
World Cup title.

Takanashi jumped 88 and 90
meters for a total of 248.5 points,
beating overall leader Daniela
Iraschko-Stolz of Austria by 3.1
points. Sarah Hendrickson of the

United States was third, showing
she’s also finding her form as she
prepares to defend her world title
in Falun, Sweden on Friday.

Iraschko-Stolz leads Takanashi
by 89 points in the overall stand-
ings with two World Cup events
remaining, including one more in
Ljubno on Sunday.

m U.S. bobsledder Elana Mey-
ers Taylor finished her two-
woman World Cup campaign in
dominant fashion Saturday at
Sochi, Russia, with her sixth vic-
tory of the eight-race season.

The silver medalist at the 2014
Winter Olympics secured her
first overall World Cup title last
week, making her the first female
U.S. pilot to do so for 14 years.

Meyers Taylor continued her
form Saturday with brakeman
Cherrelle Garrett, winning by
0.61 seconds over two runs from
Canada’s Kaillie Humphries and
Melissa Lotholz.

Third place went to the U.S.
duo of Jamie Greubel Poser and
Lauren Gibbs, who missed out on
silver by 0.01.

Snedeker, Jones tied for
lead at Pebble Beach

PEBBLE BEACH, California
— Enjoying the best weather
Pebble Beach has to offer is one
thing. Brandt Snedeker knew he
had to take advantage of it with
his golf clubs, too.

Snedeker played bogey-free at
Spyglass Hill in abundant sun-
shine and warmth Friday for a
S-under 67 to share the 36-hole
lead with Matt Jones in the AT&T
Pebble Beach National Pro-Am.
Jones had a 66 at Spyglass.

They were at 12-under 131.

Justin Hicks shot a 68 at Mon-
terey Peninsula and was one shot
behind.

John Daly, who started the
second round one shot behind,
didn’t make a birdie over his final
11 holes at Monterey Peninsula
and shot a 72. He was six shots
behind, and has to play well Sat-
urday to avoid missing his 11th
straight cut at this event.

South Carolina recruit
arrested for larceny

BEAUFORT, S.C. — South
Carolina football recruit Sha-
meik Blackshear was arrested on
a petit larceny charge.

Online records at the Beaufort
County Detention Center show he
was arrested Friday. Blackshear
was released from custody short-
ly before 10 a.m. Saturday and is
due in court March 3.

South Carolina athletic spokes-
man Steve Fink said the school
was aware of the arrest and would
let the legal process play out.

Blackshear, 17, is a 6-foot-5 de-
fensive end from Bluffton High
School. He signed with the Game-
cocks this month. He was rated
the nation’s 11th best defensive
end by Scout.com.

Avessanbro TRovaTi/AP

American Ted Ligety races down the course Friday durmg the men’s giant slalom at the alpine skiing
world championships in Beaver Creek, Colo. Ligety won the race.

Ligety wins 3rd straigh
giant slalom at worlds

By PAT GRAHAM
The Associated Press

BEAVER CREEK, Colo. — Ted Ligety’s mood in
the starting gate? Tranquil, of all things.

This was his hill, after all. Didn’t matter if he
trailed his main rival. Make a clean run, a Ted
Ligety-esque run, and just see what transpires, he
reminded himself.

So Ligety did — a remarkable, mistake-free final
run that slid the American right into the record
books. Ligety stormed back from a first-run deficit
Friday to become the only man to win three straight
giant slalom titles at the world championships.

Behind Marcel Hirscher of Austria by 0.24 sec-
onds after the morning run, Ligety found speed
down the course where others couldn’t and finished
in a time of 2 minutes, 34.16 seconds. Hirscher was
second, 0.45 seconds behind, and Alexis Pinturault
of France earned the bronze.

“To be able to come through and pull it off is awe-
some,” said the 30-year-old Ligety, who’s from Park
City, Utah.

Like there was ever a doubt, even as Ligety trailed.
Well, maybe a little.

See, Hirscher won three straight World Cup GS
races entering this competition. And while this is
Ligety’s course, a place where he’s won five World
Cup GS races, including last December, Hirscher
seemed well-positioned to spring the upset.

Or so it appeared anyway. But races like this are
why Ligety’s fellow skiers often refer to him as “Mr.
GS.” He’s cool under pressure.

“Ted was, today, in his own league,” said Germa-
ny’s Felix Neureuther, who finished fourth, 1.10 sec-
onds behind Ligety. “He’s amazing.”

With this win, Ligety, the Olympic GS champ
from Sochi, cements his name among the legends of
the sport. The only other men to win three straight
world titles in any discipline are Sweden’s Inge-
mar Stenmark (slalom, 1978, ’80, ’82) and Norway’s
Kjetil Andre Aamodt (combined, 97, ’99, 2001).

Impressed to be among such esteemed company?

“I'm not somebody who worries about the statis-
tics when I'm doing it,” said Ligety, who won the
2011 world GS title in Germany and again two years
ago in Austria, which was part of his three gold-
medal performance. “It’s cool to be able to achieve

Marco TrovaTi/AP

Ted Ligety sprays a bottle of sparkling wine after
winning the men’s giant slalom.

what I've achieved and be able to reflect back on
those things later.”

It took the ninth race into these championships,
but the Americans finally captured that elusive
first gold medal. The U.S. team had a good chance
at another medal on Saturday when Olympic slalom
champion Mikaela Shiffrin competed in her signa-
ture event. Meanwhile, the Austrians bumped their
medal total to nine, five more than the U.S.
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NHL

Scorebhoard

Eastern Conference
Atlan lic Di

O pts G GA

Montreal 54 5 4 74146 122
TampaBay 57 34 6 74184 154
Detroit 53 31 1156 134
Boston 8 3 144 141
Florida 4 9 134 151
Ottawa 2 145 150
Toronto 0 159 173
Buffalo 5 103 191
GF GA

NY. Is\anders 55 1 173
Pittsburgh 55 8 160 139
N.Y. Rangers 53 5 163 130
ashin?tnn 10 162 139
Philadelphia 55 10 149 161
lumbus 3 139 164
New Jersey 55 21 9 123 151
ina 5 19 7 117 141

Central
GP GF GA
Nashville 55 37 80 167 130
st Loms 55 36 476 176 136
icago 56 34 4 72 170 130
Wmmpeg 57 28 10 66 155 149
Minnesota 54 27 7 6l 147 146
Dallas 55 26 8 60 174 175
Colorado 2 11 55 140 158

55
Pacific Division
GP o1

Pts GF GA
Anaheim 56 7 77 166 155
san Jose 57 8 66 162 160
Vancouver 365153 142
algary 55 363159 142
LosAngeles 54 12 60 149 147
Arizona 55 a 7 47128 184
Edmonmn 9 29 184

1 1.
Note: Two DDInlS for a win, one point
for overtime loss.
Friday's games
Col

CHarLEs Rex

Chicago goalie Corey Crawford reaches for a shot on goal during the first period of Friday’s game against
New Jersey in Chicago. Crawford stopped 25 shots in the Blackhawks’ 3-1 victory.

Roundup

Red-hot Hossa propels
Blackhawks past Devils

The Associated Press

CHICAGO — Marian Hossa
is smiling again. The swagger is
back. While the Chicago Black-
hawks are searching for success-
ful line combinations, Hossa is
rolling.

The veteran winger scored his
seventh goal in four games, and
the Blackhawks rallied for a 3-1
victory over the New Jersey Dev-
ils on Friday night.

“When you’ve got more con-
fidence, the puck is with you,”
Hossa said. “You try to do a little
more. At the same time, you try to
keep things simple, and just put a
puck at the net.”

Hossa also had an assist on
Jonathan Toews’ tiebreaking goal
in the third as the Blackhawks re-
bounded from a pair of losses at
the start of an eight-game home-
stand. Kris Versteeg tacked on
an empty-net score, and Corey
Crawford made 25 saves.

Peter Harrold scored in the
first for New Jersey, which has
dropped three in a row. Cory Sch-
neider had 32 stops.

New Jersey got its only goal
from an unlikely source in the
first period.

Scott Gomez was skatingbehind
the net when he made a nice pass
in front to Harrold, who watched
his one-timer go off Crawford’s
left pad and then the post for his
second goal of the season. It was

the defenseman’s fourth goal in
four seasons with the Devils.

Blue Jackets 4, Flyers 3 (OT):
Artem Anisimov scored 2:17 into
overtime to lift host Columbus to
a come-from-behind win.

The Blue Jackets had been
winless when trailing after two
periods (0-20-0) and the Flyers
had not lost in regulation when
ahead going into the third period
(13-0-2).

Flyers goalie Ray Emery
stopped James Wisniewski’s one-
timer, but Anisimov jumped on
the short rebound and shifted
the puck to his forehand to beat
Emery.

Brandon Dubinsky had a goal
and an assist, Cam Atkinson
scored, and Jared Boll found the
net for the first time in 64 games
for the Blue Jackets.

Sharks 4, Coyotes 2: Joe Pav-
elski scored three goals, Antti
Niemi stopped 32 shots and visit-
ing San Jose ended a three-game
losing streak.

San Jose tightened up after
falling into a 2-0 hole in the first
period. Pavelski scored twice in
the second to reach the 30-goal
mark for the third time in his ca-
reer. He added an empty-net goal
for his fourth career hat trick.

Barclay Goodrow also scored
to help Sharks coach Todd McLel-
lan reach 300 wins in 515 career
games. Anaheim’s Bruce Bou-
dreau is the only coach in NHL

history to reach the milestone
faster, 496 games.

Stars 2, Panthers 0: Kari
Lehtonen shut out visiting Flori-
da, making 37 saves. But Dallas
lost three players to injuries.

Lehtonen made the Stars’ two
first-period goals hold up for their
third straight win. The Panthers
have lost on consecutive nights.

Tyler Seguin, Dallas’ leader
with 29 goals and 59 points, was
helped off the ice after being
checked in the lower leg by de-
fenseman Dmitry Kulikov in the
third period. Patrick Eaves fol-
lowed Seguin to the locker room
51 seconds later after teammate
John Klingberg’s wrist shot hit
Eaves in the head.

A third Stars forward, Ales
Hemsky, left in the first period
with a lower body injury.

Canucks 5, Bruins 2: Shawn
Matthias scored the first hat trick
of his career with two goals in
the opening period and one in the
third for host Vancouver.

Radim Vrbata and Jannik Han-
sen, into an empty net, had the
other goals for Vancouver, while
Zack Kassian added two assists.
Ryan Miller made 21 saves to get
the win in his 600th NHL game.

Patrice Bergeron and Chris
Kelly replied for Boston, which
got 20 saves from Tuukka Rask.

Matthias had scored two
goals in a game six times before
Friday.

3,01
Chicago 3, New Jersey 1
Dallas 2, Florida
2 Toct 4 Arirona 2
Vancouver 5, Boston 2
aturday’s games
Edmonton at Ottaw;
Toronto at Montrea
Winnipeg at Detroit
Columbus at N.Y. Islanders
New Jersey at Nashville
Caroiina at Minnesota
Y. Rangers at Arizona
Dalias at Colorado
Vancouver at Calgary
Washington at Los Angeles
inday’s games
Pittsburgh at Chicago
st. Louis at Florida,
Philadelphia at Buffalo
shington at Anaheim
Tampa Bay at san Jose
lay’s

N.Y. Rangers AN, X Tolanders

n at Winnipeg
Arizona at Colorado
Boston at Calgary
innesota at Vancouver
Tampa Bay at Los Angeles

Friday
Stars 2, Panthers 0
Florlda |7 |7 0—0

r‘rswermd—l Dallas, Ja. Berm 19(F|d-
(sh). 2, Dallas, Spezza 11 (Cole,

er;
Demers), 17:
hots on Goal—Florida 9-11-17—37.
Dal Ias 7 I 14 28.
P y opportunities—Florida 0
of . Dallas 0 0f3
s—Florida, Montoya 4-5-2 (28
Shote-26 saves) Dallas, Lehtonen 24-12-
8(37-37).
A-18,211 (18,532). T—2:39.

Bllle Jackets 4, Flyers 3 (OT)
Phi 1 1 1 o 3

Philadelphia.

-4
Sim-
econs Columbus, Dubin-
y 4 (Connautol . 3, Philadelphia,
CDulurler 12 (5\mmcnds) 17:47.

hlrd Period—4, Philadelphia, Sim-
monds 21 (Giroux, Voracek), 5:04 (pp). 5,
Columbus, Boll 1 (Tropp, Letestu), 8:38, 6,
Columbus, Atkinson 12 (Hartnell, Dubin-
sky), 15:20.

—7, Columbus, Anisimov 3
(Wlsmewskl Foligno), 2
Shots delphia 7-8-9-

125, Columbus 11118335,

hmzwer-nlayI opportunities—Philadel-
ia 1
es—Philadelphia, Emery 9-9-3
(33 shots:29 saves). Colmbus, MCEIhin-
ney 8-9-1(25-22).

A—16,403 (18,144). T—2:27.

Blackhawks 3, Devils 1
New Jersey 1991
Chicago

First Period—1, New Jersey, Harrold 2
(GOTmeZ Merr 15

hird Period—. Hossa 17
(Saad, Seabrook), 127 (pé} Cmca o,
Toews 16 (Hossa, Seabrool

?ag;), Versteeg 10 (Kane, Kelth), 19 16

hots on Goal—New Jersey 8:9-9—26.
Chlcﬂgo 810-17-35.
play opportunities—New Jer-

seyo of2 Chicago 1 of 4,

e SNEadRrsdy, Schneider 19-21-
5 (55 Shote 35 Savess: Emente, Crawiord
22-12-3 (26-25).

A=22,186 (19,717). T=2:17.

Sharks 4, Coyotes 2
San Jose 0 2 2-4
Arizona

2 0 0-2
First Period—1, Arizona, Arcobello 9
(stone), 1:42. 2, Arizona, Erat 8 (Gagner,
vandle) 15 7 (pp.
d Pariod.-3, san Jose, Pavelski
(Thornmn, Hannan), :27. 4, San Jose,
?av)elskl 30 (Couture, Thornton), 13:09
Pp!
Third Period—5, San Jose, Goodrow 4
mi), 6:23. 6, san Jose, Pavelski

on Goal=san Jose 7-8-11-26.
Arizona 121215236,
Power-ylay o?pnnunmes—San Jose 1

e San Jose, Niemi 23-13.7 (36
ShotS.54 Saves). Arizona, Smith 10.24-5
(25-22).

A—16,713 (17,125). T—2:33.

of

Canucks 5, Bruins 2
Boston 1 0 l 2
Vancouver 2

First Period—1, Vancouver, Matthlas
11 (Kassian, Dorsem. 1:41. 2, Vancouver,
Matthias 12, 5:03. 3, Boston, Bergeron 16,
9:3:

econd Perlo)d
1 nggms veJ/,

Vancouver, Vrbata

N

Boston, Kelly 7, 5:41.
6, Vancouver, Matthias 13 (Kassian}, 6:05.
7, vancou)ver, Hansen 11 (Horvat, Tanev),

hots on Goal—Boston 10-4-9—23.
Vancouver 7-12-6—25.
¢ Power-play obportunities—Boston 0
o
- Rask 23157 (24
 saves). Vancouver, RiMiller 26-
14 1(

21).
A-18,870 (18,910). T—2:23.

Calendar

Feb. 21 — Stadium Series: Los Angeles
vs. San Jose at Santa Clara, Calif.

—

DarryL Dyck, THE CANADIAN PRESS/AP

Boston goalie Tuukka Rask watches as the skate of Vancouver’s
Derek Dorsett gets close to his mask while Dorsett tries to re-direct
the puck during Friday’s game in Vancouver, British Columbia.
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Confident
Wild move
back into
contention

By Dave CAMPBELL
The Associated Press

ST. PAUL, Minn. — Hockey might be
the streakiest of all the major professional
sports, a mystery exemplified no better
than by the Minnesota Wild this season.

One month ago, they were a self-defeat-
ing mess summed up succinctly at the
time by All-Star defenseman Ryan Suter:
“I don’t know what the heck is going on.
Every day’s a bad day.”

Buoyed by the acquisition of goalie
Devan Dubnyk, the Wild have now gone 9-
1-2 in their last 12 games to zoom back into
contention for the playoffs. Their record
was third-worst in the Western Confer-
ence on Jan. 14, with a 2-8-4 mark in their
previous 14 games, the day they traded for
Dubnyk. Now they’re in ninth place, one
spot out.

The contrast in confidence cannot be
overstated.

“You learn to win in every different kind
of way and every different kind of situ-
ation,” Dubnyk said after a 2-1 win over
Florida on Thursday. “We’ve been doing
that through this run here, and it just
makes you feel like going into every game
like you can win every game. That’s a fun
way to play hockey. That’s a really nice
feeling, and we’re going to hold onto it and
keep working to keep that feeling.”

Dubnyk has been nothing but brilliant,
starting all 12 games in the net since his
arrival in a trade with Arizona and al-
lowing only 17 goals. The old NHL adage
about a hot goalie being a team’s best asset
has never been truer here.

The power play group, while ranked 26th
in the league at a scoring rate of a mere
16.1 percent, has been sharper lately, too.
With depth on the wings depleted by long-
term injuries to Jason Zucker, Matt Cooke
and Ryan Carter, the Koivu-centered first
line of Zach Parise and Jason Pominville
has found a rhythm at a critical time.

For all the strides they’ve made, the Wild
are staring at a daunting final stretch.

They’re a mere two points out of the
second wild card slot, but with 28 games
to go there’s a long time left to maintain
this rhythm. There are teams right behind
them, including defending Stanley Cup
champion Los Angeles, to fend off as well
as those in front of them to catch.

Jim Mone/AP

Minnesota goalie Devan Dubnyk is 9-1-2
since being acquired from Arizona.

Ross D. FRANKLIN/AP

Detroit goalie Petr Mrazek, left, prepares to make a save on a shot by Arizona’s Lauri Korpikoski on Feb. 7 in Glendale, Ariz.

Red Wings keep rolling

By Noan TRISTER
The Associated Press

DETROIT

he latest issue facing the Detroit

Red Wings sort of sums up their

season so far: Goalie Jimmy How-

ard is back from a groin injury,

but in his absence, Petr Mrazek went 8-2
in 11 starts.

A nice dilemma to have.

After barely making the playoffs the last
two seasons, Detroit looks like a threat
again to make a deep postseason run.
Tomas Tatar, Gustav Nyquist and Danny
DeKeyser aren’t established stars yet, but
they’re part of a new wave of talent that
has helped Detroit supplement its aging
core during a period of transition.

“I think the season’s gone real well,”
coach Mike Babcock said. “Just coming
into the season, we didn’t know where we’d
be. We've got a vastly improved group,
we're getting better. We seem to be com-
petitive on most nights.”

The Red Wings were only three points
out of first place in the Atlantic Division
heading into Saturday night’s game against
Winnipeg. In 2013 and 2014, Detroit had to
scramble to extend its streak of postseason
appearances, but this year it looks like the

Red Wings will have no trouble reaching
the playoffs for a 24th consecutive season.

The streak has withstood the retirement
of Nicklas Lidstrom before the 2013 season
and back surgery that sidelined Henrik
Zetterberg down the stretch last year. At
36, Pavel Datsyuk has been slowed by his
own health issues.

With Howard injured, last month’s All-
Star game did not include a single Detroit
player. The Red Wings are rolling along
anyway. They endured a six-game losing
streak in December, but four of those de-
feats were in shootouts. Since then, Detroit
has won 14 of 19.

Zetterberg has been healthy this season
and tops the team with 48 points, but it’s
the 24-year-old Tatar who leads Detroit in
goals with 23.

“He’s a passionate kid who loves hockey,”
Babcock said. ““Tats’ has a skill set, and
he has a drive to be really good and he’s
ultra-competitive, so that adds up to get-
ting better each and every day you're here,
because you’re serious about your craft.”

Detroit has had a hard time luring the
game’s most coveted free agents over the
last few offseasons, but the Red Wings have
developed talent from within. Tatar was a
second-round draft pick in 2009. Nyquist,
in the midst of his second straight 20-goal

Ross D. FRANKLIN/AP

Tomas Tatar leads Detroit with 23 goals.

season, was a fourth-rounder in 2008.

DeKeyser signed with the Red Wings in
2013 after playing college hockey at West-
ern Michigan. He’s second on the team in
ice time, trailing only fellow defenseman
Niklas Kronwall.

“It just goes to show you again that this
organization does something right,” Kro-
nwall said. “Guys are coming up every
year. That’s what we need.”
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Rick Danzu/AP

liinois’ Rayvonte Rice pulls down a rebound from Michigan’s Ricky
Doyle on Thursday in Champaign, lll. Rice fit right in with the Hllini in
his first game back from injury and suspension, helping his team to

an overtime victory over the Wolveri

Returning Rice fitting

in ‘just fine’

with Illini

Illinois guard’s return should help in postseason push

By Davip MERCER
The Associated Press

CHAMPAIGN, Ill. — While Illinois guard Ray-
vonte Rice sat idle with a broken hand and a suspen-
sion, a funny thing happened to his team. It learned
to play without its leading rebounder and scorer.

And it won without him, too, going
6-3. But at least through one game,
Rice and the Illini (17-8, 7-5 Big Ten)

straight wins following Rice’s Jan. 31 suspension for
a team-rules violation that Groce won’t discuss, I1-
linois turned the keys over to sophomores Malcolm
Hill and Kendrick Nunn. They’ve both been double-
figure scorers in Rice’s absence, and each turned in
at least one dominant scoring game.

It was Nunn’s turn against Michigan, leading Illi-
nois with 21 points and he had three
assists. And he showed a little vet-
eran wisdom.

answered the question how the team ‘ 1 thought he The Illini couldn’t hit anything
would do after his return with two . in the game’s opening minutes, and
words: Just fine. played the right struggled to make shots much of the

“I'had great peace of mind because way. 1 thought pighL At halftime they were shoot-

our guys competed their tails off,”
coach John Groce said after Thurs-
day’s win over Michigan.

he tried to fit in
and help us win,

ing 30 percent from the field and
Nunn was 2-for-6.
But he hit on four of his last five

The overtime victory pushed Il- H shots, including a pair of jumpers in
linois into the middle of the Big and bOy ;’ id he the game’s final 2:06 to bring the Il-
Ten standings, tied for sixth with do that. lini back from a five-point deficit to
Indiana. John Groce the 50-50 tie they took to overtime.

The Illini have also forced their
way back into the postseason discus-
sion. With conference games left at
Wisconsin, Iowa and Purdue and at home against
Michigan State, Northwestern and Nebraska, get-
ting to 20 wins before the conference tournament
is possible.

The Illinois team that was all but buried before
it came back to beat Michigan is not the team that
Rice left when he broke his left hand the first week
of January.

That team would have looked to him for its points
as the clock ticked down. He was averaging 17.2
points a game when he hurt his hand and, at the
time, no one else on the roster was close.

But over that nine-game stretch, including three

lllinois head coach

“We just keep shooting,” he said.
“Stay poised and get it done on the
defensive side and it’ll even out.”

Rice was visibly rusty Thursday, missing on five
of his seven shots. But when Illinois needed him
late, Rice was there.

The second of Nunn’s jumpers, the three-pointer
that tied it up, followed a big, powerful rebound from
Rice. He emphatically pulled the ball down after a
miss by Spike Albrecht, locked it up tight with both
arms and, with a satisfied smile on his face, yelled
to no one in particular “Let’s go!”

“I thought he played the right way,” Groce said
about Rice, who wasn’t made available to reporters
after the game. “I thought he tried to fit in and help
us win, and boy did he do that.”

Mountain West could send two teams to tourney

By JouN MARSHALL
The Associated Press

As an automatic-qualifying
conference, the Mountain West is
guaranteed to have one team get
into the NCAA tournament. The
conference appears to be in de-
cent shape to add another for the
second straight season.

Getting a third or fourth into
the bracket will likely depend on
what happens the final month of
the season in a conference where
the teams seem to beat up each
other every week.

“A lot of times, when you have
a number of quality teams, they
tend to beat each other up along
the way,” said Scott Barnes, ath-
letic director at Utah State and
the chair of the NCAA Division
I Men’s Basketball Committee.
“The Mountain West is a strong
conference.”

San Diego State entered the
season with high expectations
after reaching the Sweet 16 a year
ago, but dropped out of The As-
sociated Press Top 25 in late De-
cember. The Aztecs (19-6) lead
the Mountain West at 9-3, a half-
game ahead of Boise State, and
have a decent NCAA résumé.

The Broncos (18-6) gave their
NCAA tournament chances a

GREGORY BuLL/AP

San Diego State guard Dakarai Allen, left, reacts after picking up a
foul next to Wyoming guard Josh Adams during Wednesday’s game
in San Diego. The Aztecs and Cowboys are both putting together
strong cases for NCAA tournament invitations.

boost with a win over the Aztecs
and another over Air Force last
week to stretch their winning
streak to eight games. They could
have a good shot if they don’t fall
apart late in the season.
Wyoming (19-6) was ranked

earlier this season, but took a hit
when star player Larry Nance Jr.
came down with mononucleosis.
The Cowboys lost their first two
games without him, and getting
him back and healthy will likely
determine Wyoming’s NCAA fate.

Colorado State (21-4) has a good
record and a strong RPI, but was
swept by Wyoming for the first
time since 2009 and has a loss to
New Mexico. The Rams look good
now, but their chances will de-
pend on what happens from here.

A few more teams that are ris-
ing and falling on the NCAA tour-
nament bubble:

On the rise

Georgia: A road win over Texas
A&M was a big boost. Having a
top-25 RPI and top-25 strength
of schedule should put the Bull-
dogs (16-7) in good position for
the bracket, barring a late-season
collapse.

Oregon: The Ducks (18-7) have
had a nice surge after a shaky
stretch early in the Pac-12 sea-
son, their only loss the past seven
games to Arizona. That was a
blowout, but the Ducks have won
four straight since. Saturday’s
bubble-team showdown  with
UCLA will be huge.

Texas: The Longhorns (16-8)
have a losing record in the Big 12
(5-6) and recently went through
a four-game losing streak. Still,
Texas has won its past two games,
over Kansas State and TCU, and
a résumé that has no real glaring
losses. With the strength of the

Big 12, the Longhorns could find
a way into the bracket if they play
well down the stretch.

Falling fast

Virginia Commonwealth: The
Rams are No. 20 in the latest AP
poll and would seem like a lock to
be in the field of 68 if the bracket
were picked today. Problem is,
VCU will be without point guard
Briante Weber for the rest of the
season due to a knee injury. The
Rams (18-6) have lost three of four
games since he was injured, though
the last two were also without lead-
ing scorer Treveon Graham due to
an ankle sprain. VCU just needs to
steady the ship at this point.

Miami: Once in good position
for an NCAA invite, the Hurri-
canes (15-9) have stumbled over
the last two weeks, losing three
of their past four games. Miami
has played a tough schedule, but
hasn’tbeen so great against teams
it was supposed to beat.

Michigan: The Wolverines’ los-
ing streak stretched to four games
with an overtime setback Thurs-
day against Illinois, another team
trying to get off the bubble. Michi-
gan (13-12) also has a now-famous
loss to New Jersey Institute of
Technology, which the selection
committee isn’t likely to forget.
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James elected
VP of NBAPA

By Tom WITHERS
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — LeBron James is about
to play a new power position — vice
president.

The Cavaliers star was unanimously
elected first vice president of the National
Basketball Players Association on Friday,
giving the game’s top player a leadership
role within a union set to square off in
the future with the league’s owners over
revenue.

James was elected during the union’s an-
nual meeting as part of All-Star weekend
at a hotel near Times
Square. A person fa-
miliar with James’
election said Clippers
All-Star guard Chris
Paul, the union’s pres-
ident, had urged the
four-time MVP to ac-
cept a prominent role
within the union. The
person, who spoke
on condition of ano-
nymity before union
executive director
Michele Roberts announced the election,
said James wanted to be deeply involved
in future collective bargaining with the
league.

Roberts could hardly wait to announce
James’ addition.

“We have a new vice president who was
elected unanimously. His name is LeBron
James,” she said, saying it slowly for em-
phasis. “I can not tell you how delighted
I am because it simply confirms that our
union is supported by players all across the
spectrum. LeBron’s addition to our execu-
tive committee is evidence of that. This is a
great day for our union.”

James, who considered running for
president before Paul was elected, has
been outspoken on several player-related
issues already. But he’ll now have a formal
seat alongside Paul at the bargaining table,
giving the union a formidable executive
branch at an important time.

Players or owners can opt out of the cur-
rent CBA following the 2016-17 season,
and the sides appear to be headed toward
a showdown over revenue, which will grow
exponentially with a new, $24 billion tele-
vision deal set to kick in after the 2015-16
season.

One of the main reasons James signed
only a one-year contract with a player op-
tion in Cleveland last summer was to en-
sure he would be a free agent in 2016 and
maximize his earnings.

Roberts said James serving as an execu-
tive gives the union obvious clout.

“LeBron has been a force to be reckoned
with among our players since the man has
hit the court,” she said. “We have always
wanted to have players of influence in-
cluded in our executive committee. It gets
your (media) attention. It gets all of your
attention.”

Roberts said the union rejected a pro-
posal from the league about raising the
salary cap incrementally.

Earlier, James appeared at an NBA ser-
vice day event with commissioner Adam
Silver, who said he has spoken in the past
to the 30-year-old about ways to help play-
ers. Silver said the open dialogue with
James — and other players — is vital to the
league’s sustained well-being and critical
to avoid the kind of lockout that damaged
the NBA’s image in 2011-12.

“We’re always focused on building a re-
lationship directly with the players and the
players’ association, so (a lockout) is not a
concern of mine right now.”

Frank FRankuin I/AP

Kevin Hart, center, and Michael Rapaport, left, defend Mo’ne Davis, right, during the first half of the NBA All-Star celebrity game on
Friday in New York. Hart, who scored 15 points in the game, was named MVP for a fourth time.

Mo'ne shines in celebrity game

13-year-old Little League phenom shows off hardwood skills

By Douc FEINBERG
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Little League phenom
Mo’ne Davis was so impressive on a bas-
ketball court she momentarily silenced
trash-talking “Wedding Ringer” star
Kevin Hart.

Playing in the All-Star Celebrity Game
against opponents more than twice her
age, the 13-year-old drove past Hart, the
game’s MVP for the fourth time, with a
spectacular spin move for an easy layup
in the first quarter Friday night.

“That was pretty cool,” Davis said. “I
work on it, but usually don’t do it. It was
the right time to do it.”

Hart, who like Davis is from Philadel-
phia, said, “No excuses,” as he returned to
the huddle shortly after her basket.

Madison Square Garden was abuzz
with stars from the NBA, WNBA and Hol-
lywood two nights before the NBA All-
Star Game is played Sunday. But much
of the attention was on the teenager, who
got one of the loudest ovations from the
crowd when she was introduced before
the game.

Davis, a pitcher, shot to fame as the first
girl to win a Little League World Series
game. Only in eighth grade, Davis already
plays basketball for the high school var-
sity team.

“It was a lot of fun, a lot of people never
saw me play basketball,” she said. “To
play in the celebrity All-Star game was
pretty cool.”

The Associated Press Female Athlete of
the Year finished the All-Star Game with
four points, helping the West team beat
the East 59-51. Hart had 15 points.

“She was really impressive out there,”

Frank FRankun 11/AP

Kevin Hart lifts the trophy for Most
Valuable Player after the NBA All-Star
celebrity game in New York.

said WNBA star Skylar Diggins. “She
definitely held her own.”

Davis was a little star struck, too. She
made sure to take a photo with Diggins
after the game before she left.

The West team was coached by ESPN
personality Mike Golic and Spike Lee,
who was wearing a blue hat with orange

trim in honor of his beloved New York
Knicks. Lee directed a commercial that
starred Davis. Carmelo Anthony along
with ESPN personality Mike Greenberg
coached the East team.

The game also included actors Anthony
Anderson, Common, Nick Cannon, Sarah
Silverman, Ansel Elgort, Chadwick Bose-
man, Jesse Williams and Michael Ra-
paport, who grew up in New York City.
Williams, who stars on Grey’s Anatomy,
injured his knee with 5 minutes left in the
game and was helped off the court and
back to the locker room.

Bollywood star Abhishek Bachchan also
played as did singer Win Butler of Arcade
Fire.

NBA Hall of Famer and New York na-
tive Chris Mullin played as did former
New York Knicks’ star Allan Houston.
Current WNBA players Diggins, Tina
Charles and Shoni Schimmel represented
the league. Schimmel, who was the MVP
of the WNBA All-Star game this past year,
tricked Silverman — who was on the other
team, to give her the ball under the basket
which the Atlanta Dream star converted
for a layup.

She led all scorers with 17 points.

“This was awesome,” Schimmel said.
“Really had a great time playing here in
this.”

Memphis Grizzlies owner Robert Pera
also played, showing off his basketball
skills. A few years back he tried to chal-
lenge Michael Jordan to a 1-on-1 game for
charity that never developed.

Pera and Diggins finished with 13 points
each to lead the West.

This was the first time that the celebrity
game was played at an NBA arena.
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Frosty: Frigid NYC hosting
first All-Star game since '98

FROM BACK PAGE

Wade is injured and can’t play
Sunday, but the guys who will say
it will be a special night because
it will be on one of their favorite
stages.

“It’s going to be the best All-
Star Game for me, to be able to
be in the Garden,” James said.
“I love my fans back in Cleve-
land. I loved my fans when I was
in Miami. But if I could have 82
regular-season games in the Gar-
den, you know I would, because
it’s the mecca of basketball. You
get a great feeling when you walk
in there because there is so much
history. It’s going to be fun.”

The game hasn’t been in New
York since 1998, Michael Jor-
dan’s last with the Chicago Bulls
and the first of many for Kobe
Bryant and Tim Duncan. The
NBA'’s preference has been plac-
es where it’s warm in February,
and cities such as Houston and
New Orleans have hosted it mul-
tiple times in recent years.

But when the Garden under-
went a three-year renovation and
Barclays Center in Brooklyn was
built, both with $1 billion price
tags, the league decided the ven-
ues would share the weekend.
The Rising Stars challenge and
All-Star Saturday night went to
the home of the Nets, with the
game set for the Knicks’ home
court.

Players arrived to find painful-
ly cold temperatures in the teens,
feeling much lower with the wind,
and snow possible on Sunday,
when the forecast was for a low
near zero degrees. Sacramento’s
DeMarcus Cousins, who usually
spends All-Star weekend back
home in Alabama, was still wear-
ing his winter hat when he con-
ducted his media day interviews
in a hotel ballroom.

The Knicks’ Carmelo Anthony
wasn’t worried about showing
players around the city because
“nobody wants to be out in this
cold anyway.”

“You talk about people that’re

in other cold climates that're
complaining that they’re cold,”
he added.

That would include Wade, who
grew up in Chicago and played in
Milwaukee at Marquette, making
him somewhat of an expert on
frozen tundras.

“It’s cold, but Milwaukee is
COLD,” he said. “I think Mil-
waukee is colder than Chicago.
Seriously, when I was in Milwau-
kee, there was a couple of days
I thought about not playing bas-
ketball ever again. I didn’t want
to walk to class it was so cold. I
was like, I don’t know if this life is
for me. This is cold, but it ain’t got
nothing on Milwaukee cold.”

Still, Wade said, he would play
outdoors as a kid because he
loved the game, just as kids were
doing outside acommunity center
where James, Curry and Com-
missioner Adam Silver appeared
at an NBA Cares clinic, one of the
100 the league conducted Friday
around the city’s five brrr-oughs.

Silver had said earlier this
week the weather was always the
biggest All-Star concern for the
league.

“I'm very happy so far that
while it’s a little colder than I
would have liked, most impor-
tantly we don’t have a lot of snow,
and the latest I've heard is that
the airports are clear and people
are able to get around easy in the
city,” he said after the event.

The game will be a vintage
New York show, featuring per-
formances by the Rockettes and
some Broadway musical actors.
Anthony is battling a knee in-
jury that could end his season
after the All-Star break, but he’s
continued playing to take part in
a weekend he says New Yorkers
will never forget.

“This is one of the cities that I
think most guys look forward to
coming to,” added Portland’s La-
Marcus Aldridge. “It’s a fun city.
There’s always a lot going on. It’s
the fashion capital. I think guys
love coming here.”

Tony Desak/AP

Miami Heat All-Star Dwyane Wade is no stranger to cold weather,
having grown up in Chicago and attended college at Marquette in
Milwaukee. When asked about the frigid weather in New York City
this All-Star weekend, Wade replied “This is cold, but it ain’t got

nothing on Milwaukee cold.”

Juuio CorTez/AP

World Team’s Nikola Mirotic, right, of the Chicago Bulls, blocks a shot by U.S. Team’s Kentavious
Caldwell-Pope, of the Detroit Pistons, during Friday’s Rising Stars Challenge in New York.

Rising Stars challenge

World team rises to top

Wiggins leads international pIayers over US team

BY BRIAN MAHONEY
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Andrew Wig-
gins scored 22 points, Rudy Gob-
ert added 18 points, 12 rebounds
and three blocked shots, and the
World team beat the U.S. 121-112
on Friday nightin the Rising Stars
Challenge at All-Star weekend.

Wiggins, the No. 1 pick from
Canada who plays for the Min-
nesota Timberwolves, was cho-
sen as the game’s MVP.

Brooklyn’s Bojan Bogdanovic
of Croatia, playing on his home
court, and Chicago’s Nikola
Mirotic from Montenegro each
added 16 points for the World.

Orlando’s Victor Oladipo and
Zach LaVine of Minnesota each
scored 22 points for the U.S. team
in the game between rookies and
second-year players.

Jurio CorTezZ/AP

World Team’s Andrew Wiggins,
of the Minnesota Timberwolves,
shows off his Rising Stars MVP
trophy after The World team
beat the U.S. team 121-112.

It was another new format for
the opening game of All-Star
weekend, which originated as a
contest between teams of rookies,
later turned into rookies against
second-year players, and this
year changed to the world against
U.S. players.

It looked like all the other ver-
sions, with lots of 1-on-1 play and
little defense beyond Gobert,
the French center who impres-
sively stuffed Nets center Mason
Plumlee late in the game with the
World protecting a narrow lead.

Minnesota’s Gorgui Dieng of
Senegal finished with 14 points
and Milwaukee’s Giannis An-
tetokounmpo of Greece had 12
points and 10 rebounds for the
World.

Utah’s Trey Burke scored 17
points for the U.S. and Plumlee
had 13 points and nine rebounds.
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NBA ALL-STAR WEEKEND

- Frosty

- Bitter cold greets
All-Stars in NYC

By BR1AN MAHONEY
The Associated Press

NEW YORK
he NBA’s All-Star show has arrived on Brrr-oadway.
After years of performing only in warm-weather cit-
ies in the South and West, the midseason spectacle
has come back to the bitterly cold Big Apple, where
the most popular person at the
; player hotel Friday may not have
been LeBron James or Stephen
You talk a?OUt Curry, but the one handing out
people that're  complimentary hot chocolates in
in other cold thlgllobby-l A, S e
= y ayers love being in New Yor
CIlmate.s Fhat e and can’t wait for the curtain to
complaining rise at Madison Square Garden on
that they're Sunday night, but the bright lights
cold.’? in the big city aren’t doing anything
to help the teeth-chattering chilly
Carmelo Anthony (. peratures down below.
Knicks' All-Star, onthe  «New York is cold as hell, man.
frigid weather currently  Rut it’s nice, it’s cool,” Miami’s
gripping New York City Dwyane Wade said. “I feel like the
All-Star had to be in New York one
of these years. Since I've been in the league, 12 years now, it
hasn’t been in New York and it’s mind-boggling that it hasn’t,
but I think it’s cool that it’s finally here. There’s just a different
vibe in New York than anywhere else.” 4
SEE FROSTY ON PAGE 31 _
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